Disclaimer:

This sample pleading is for informational purposes only.  It should be used only in conjunction with an attorney’s own primary research and independent reading of cited statutes, rules, regulations, cases, and other materials in order to ensure accuracy and completeness.  This is especially important as the law as well as “common practices” may have changed since the pleading was initially written.  In addition, arguments and strategies that were helpful or appropriate in the sample case may be inapplicable or detrimental in your situation, because every case has its own facts and circumstances.  Please note that the names and facts in this pleading have been changed to maintain the anonymity of the parties.


SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

FAMILY COURT

DOMESTIC RELATIONS BRANCH -- ADOPTION

	EX PARTE IN THE MATTER OF

   THE PETITION OF

   [PETITIONER INITIALS]

FOR ADOPTION OF MINOR CHILD
	)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)
	ADOPTION CASE NO. [XXXXX]

ADOPTION CALENDAR

JUDGE [NAME]




LIMITED CONSOLIDATION WITH

	IN THE MATTER OF

[CHILD]

DOB:  [CHILD DOB]

RESPONDENT


	)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)
	NEGLECT CASE NO. [XXXX]

SOCIAL FILE NO. [XXXX]

NEGLECT REVIEW CALENDAR

JUDGE [NAME]


NOTICE OF ISSUANCE OF FINAL DECREE OF ADOPTION


PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on this date in the above-captioned adoption case, this court has issued and signed a final decree of adoption for the child [CHILD], born [CHILD DOB].  
In an order issued [DATE], this Court waived the consent of the biological parents, [BIRTH MOTHER] and [BIRTH FATHER], pursuant to D.C. Code § 16-304 (2005).  On [DATE], this court issued an order granting petition for adoption in favor of petitioners. 

The biological parents have the right to file an appeal within ten (10) days of the docketing of the final decree of adoption, which shall be docketed on the same date as this notice.


Accordingly, it is now hereby this _____ day of [MONTH] [YEAR],
ORDERED that the clerk of the court shall file the final decree of adoption and this notice of the issuance of final decree of adoption in the above-captioned adoption case and shall docket both the final decree and the notice on the same date.  The clerk shall send only this notice to the counsel, social workers, and persons listed below in the distribution list to advise them as to the status of the child and of appeal rights.  






____________________________________





MAGISTRATE JUDGE [JUDGE]
Copies to:

[ATTY NAME], Esq.

[ADDRESS]

Counsel for Birth Mother
[ATTY NAME], Esq.

[ADDRESS]

Counsel for Birth Father
[SOCIAL WORKER NAME]

Ongoing Social Worker

Child and Family Services Agency

200 I Street S.E.

Washington, D.C. 20003

[AAG NAME], Esq.

Assistant Attorney General

200 I Street S.E.

Washington, D.C. 20003

[GAL NAME], Esq.

[ADDRESS]

[PHONE/FAX]

[EMAIL]

Guardian ad Litem


