Disclaimer:

This sample pleading is for informational purposes only.  It should be used only in conjunction with an attorney’s own primary research and independent reading of cited statutes, rules, regulations, cases, and other materials in order to ensure accuracy and completeness.  This is especially important as the law as well as “common practices” may have changed since the pleading was initially written.  In addition, arguments and strategies that were helpful or appropriate in the sample case may be inapplicable or detrimental in your situation, because every case has its own facts and circumstances.  Please note that the names and facts in this pleading have been changed to maintain the anonymity of the parties.

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

FAMILY COURT

DOMESTIC RELATIONS BRANCH
____________________________________







)

[PLAINTIFF NAME], 


)








)




Plaintiff

)
Case No. [YEAR] DRB [####]



v.



)







)
Judge [NAME]

[DEFENDANT NAME]


)











)
Next hearing:  [DATE]




Defendant

)


____________________________________)


GUARDIAN AD LITEM’S MOTION TO CONTINUE HEARING
[ATTORNEY] of [LAW FIRM], guardian ad litem for [CHILD] (DOB: [MONTH DAY, YEAR), respectfully requests that the court continue the hearing scheduled for [MONTH DAY, YEAR] at [TIME] to [MONTH DAY, YEAR] at [TIME].  Pursuant to D.C. Superior Court General Family Rule G, there is good cause for rescheduling the hearing scheduled for [MONTH DAY, YEAR] at [TIME].

A memorandum of points and authorities and a proposed order are attached hereto.

Respectfully submitted,








__________________________

[ATTORNEY], Esq.

D.C. Bar # [NUMBER]
[ADDRESS]
[PHONE NUMBER] (p)

[FAX NUMBER] (f)

[EMAIL ADDRESS]
SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

FAMILY COURT

DOMESTIC RELATIONS BRANCH

____________________________________







)

[PLAINTIFF NAME], 


)








)




Plaintiff

)
Case No. [YEAR] DRB [####]



v.



)







)
Judge [NAME]

[DEFENDANT NAME]


)











)
Next hearing:  [DATE]




Defendant

)


____________________________________)


MEMORANDUM OF POINTS AND AUTHORITIES IN SUPPORT OF GUARDIAN AD LITEM’S MOTION TO CONTINUE HEARING
[ATTORNEY] of [LAW FIRM], guardian ad litem for [CHILD] (DOB: [MONTH DAY, YEAR), respectfully requests that the court continue the hearing scheduled for [MONTH DAY, YEAR] at [TIME] to [MONTH DAY, YEAR] at [TIME].  Pursuant to D.C. Superior Court General Family Rule G, there is good cause for rescheduling the hearing scheduled for [MONTH DAY, YEAR] at [TIME].

The undersigned GAL is requesting that the court reschedule the status hearing currently scheduled for [MONTH DAY, YEAR] to [MONTH DAY, YEAR], as [ATTORNEY] has had a family emergency and is no longer available to appear at the hearing.  In an effort to accommodate all of the parties involved, [OTHER ATTORNEYS] of [FIRM] contacted plaintiff and counsel for [DEFENDANT] to inform them of the situation.  Counsel for [DEFENDANT] agreed to the continuance, and he and his client are available on [MONTH DAY, YEAR] at [TIME].  [OTHER ATTORNEYS AT FIRM] informed [PLAINTIFF] of [ATTORNEY’S] emergency situation, but were unable to confirm his availability on [MONTH DAY, YEAR] at [TIME].  

WHEREFORE, the undersigned GAL respectfully requests that the court continue the hearing currently scheduled for [MONTH DAY, YEAR] at [TIME] to [MONTH DAY, YEAR] at [TIME].
Respectfully submitted,








__________________________

[ATTORNEY], Esq.

D.C. Bar # [NUMBER]

[ADDRESS]

[PHONE NUMBER] (p)

[FAX NUMBER] (f)

[EMAIL ADDRESS]


SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

FAMILY COURT

DOMESTIC RELATIONS BRANCH

____________________________________







)

[PLAINTIFF NAME], 


)








)




Plaintiff

)
Case No. [YEAR] DRB [####]



v.



)







)
Judge [NAME]

[DEFENDANT NAME]


)











)
Next hearing:  [DATE]




Defendant

)


____________________________________)


ORDER

Upon consideration of the Guardian Ad litem’s motion to continue hearing, and any opposition thereto, it is hereby 


ORDERED this _____ day of _________________, [YEAR] that the motion is GRANTED; and it is further


ORDERED that the parties shall appear before this court for a status hearing on [MONTH DAY, YEAR] at [TIME].

___________________________


____________________________

Date






Judge [NAME]









            Signed in chambers

Copies to:

[ATTORNEY], Esq. (or defendant’s name if Pro Se)
[ADDRESS]
Counsel for [DEFENDANT] (or Pro Se Defendant)
[ATTORNEY], Esq. (or plaintiff’s name if Pro Se)
[ADDRESS]
Counsel for [PLAINTIFF] (or Pro Se Plaintiff)
[ATTORNEY]
[LAW FIRM]
[ADDRESS]
Guardian Ad Litem for [CHILD]
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I hereby certify that a copy of the Guardian Ad litem’s motion to continue hearing was sent via first class mail, postage pre-paid, and via email, on this [DATE] day of [MONTH YEAR] to: 

[ATTORNEY], Esq. (or defendant’s name if Pro Se)

[ADDRESS]
Counsel for [DEFENDANT] (or Pro Se Defendant)

[ATTORNEY], Esq. (or plaintiff’s name if Pro Se)

[ADDRESS]
Counsel for [PLAINTIFF] (or Pro Se Plaintiff)








____________________________









[ATTORNEY], Esq.

