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DC can be a tough place to grow up. Today, too many children 
are growing up afraid because they are abused and neglected. 
Too many children are getting sick because their landlords 
refuse to clean up the roaches, rats or toxic mold infesting their 
apartments and triggering their asthma. And, too many children 
are languishing day after day in classrooms without the support 
they need to learn.

 
   

Sometimes our impact is hugely visible. Children’s Law Center was the architect of historic special education 
reform passed by the DC Council in 2014, helping shape new laws so the 13,000 District children with 
physical, emotional and learning disabilities can have the education they need to succeed. I gladly accepted 
an appointment to help DC’s new mayor, Muriel Bowser, think through how her public safety priorities could 
prevent violence by investing in youth. We also championed children’s mental health reforms to help children 
recover from trauma, with regular mentions in the and other leading media. Through these 
efforts and so much more, our policy advocacy delivered real change for DC’s children in 2014.

Oftentimes our impact is just as big – but visible mostly to the small circle of adults in a struggling child’s life. 
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You can meet some of these families on the following pages. Michelle, who we met in foster care after 
her mother had died. Renee and her son Derek, who was bounced from classroom to classroom because 
teachers couldn’t manage his ADHD. And Mariana and her two young children, who struggled to stay awake  
in school because they were tormented by bed bugs every night.

The good news is that these children are now thriving. The transformation in their lives may not have made 
the morning news, but it is visible to the families who are raising them, the teachers and coaches at their 
schools, and the pediatricians they see at their neighborhood clinics. The same is true for the thousands of 
other children we met last year.

I am also honored that we are the trusted partners of the judges, pediatricians and families who turned to us 
to be the voice for Michelle, Renee, Mariana, and so many more families.

If you’ve met us, you know that we won’t quit until every child in DC can grow up having what all children need 
to thrive: a loving family, good health and a quality education. It’s because of you – our donors, supporters 
and partners – that we continue to deepen our impact. 

Thank you for your continued support of DC’s children.

Sincerely,

Judith Sandalow 

e t fo  C s l en

J dith S d l
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Michelle’s Journey to Adulthood
“No matter what you’ve been through, as long as you stay focused and you 
believe in yourself, you can overcome it.” That’s the advice that 20-year-old 
Michelle gives kids who are growing up in foster care today.

            

Michelle spent almost half of her young life in foster care. When she was 
12, her mother died of breast cancer. Because the illness had been kept a 
secret, Michelle was completely shocked when her mother died. The most 
important person in her life was suddenly gone.

Her father, who had a long history of substance abuse, couldn’t care for her so 
she ended up living informally with an older sister. Understandably, Michelle 
was overwhelmed by grief and shock. Living with her sister didn’t go well.

Michelle says she wasn’t easy to live with at the time. “I would argue, say 
stuff like you’re not my mom, I don’t have to listen to you,” she says. Looking 
back, she says what she really needed was guidance, love and some 
family consistency. But consistency would take many years to come. The 
increasing conflict with her older sister caused Michelle to end up in a foster 
home at the age of 13 – the rst of many foster homes she lived in.

e el  s an  a lts fo  e anent  lo n  fa l es

          But today 
there are thousands of DC children who are abused and neglected or 
threatened by family violence and conflict. Children’s Law Center is the 
voice for these kids. 

We are appointed by judges to advocate for children in foster care – and 
we ght for the education and health care they need to thrive while we 
help them nd a permanent home. When children are caught in bitter 
parental disputes, we work to shield them from conflict and help families 
agree on a plan to support their children’s well-being. And, when parents 
can no longer safely care for their children, we help grandparents and 
other caring adults who step up to give them a home, whether through 
adoption, custody or guardianship. 

In 2014, our attorneys helped over 2,700 children and caring adults  
create more stable families.
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Michelle was scared of being taken in by strangers.  
“My idea of foster care was watching Annie growing up, 
and so that’s what I thought it would be,” she says.  
“I worried that I was going to get beaten up, that no one 
would be there for me.” She ran away several times.

      

Children’s Law Center was appointed by a family court 
judge to be Michelle’s guardian ad litem, charged with 
looking out for her best interests. Michelle’s attorney, 
Gabby Majewski, quickly became a tenacious advocate 
for her young client. She knew that Michelle needed more 
support to deal with the intense grief she had experienced.

“Michelle came into the child welfare system without help 
to deal with the loss of her mother and the rejection by 
her family and her rst foster family,” Gabby said. To help 
her overcome this trauma, Gabby advocated for intensive 
therapy for Michelle. She also pushed for a more stable 
home environment, arguing against stays in group homes 
where conflicts could arise with other teenagers.

Still, Michelle’s teenage years were rocky. The trauma 
over losing her mother and her family, coupled with 
typical teenage rebellion made Michelle a bit of a re keg. 
She would get into ghts in foster homes and at school. 
She even ended up in juvenile detention several times.

“I used to get arrested a lot,” Michelle says. When you 
meet her now, that is hard to believe.

Over time, with help from therapy, other intensive 
mental health services and more understanding foster 
placements, Michelle began to recover. Through this 
support and her own hard work, Michelle was able to 
better manage her emotions. She eventually settled in 
with a more supportive foster family.

“My foster mom now is absolutely wonderful,”  
Michelle says.

Gabby and Children’s Law Center were also with her 
every step of the way. When the child welfare agency 
wanted to stop Michelle’s therapy multiple times, Gabby 
fought to keep her in therapy. And, whenever a conflict 
arose in one of the foster homes, Gabby pushed to make 
sure that Michelle could be in a new environment that 
was better prepared to help her recover from trauma.

Michelle raves about Gabby and how she has 
advocated and supported her.

“When I talk she always listens, when I need advice, 
she would always listen,” Michelle says. “If I didn’t 
have Gabby, I wouldn’t be the person I was today. She 
always pushes me. When I say I can’t do this, she says, 
yes you can!”

Today, with the support of her “absolutely wonderful” 
foster mom, Michelle says she is getting ready to be on 
her own. “My goal is independence,” she says.

She’s getting ready for living an independent life by 
graduating from high school, getting her driver’s license 
and making plans for more education. She meets 
monthly with Gabby, her case worker and others to 
“talk about all the big and little steps it will take to get to 
independence,” she says.

         
        Why? Because 

when nobody else believed in her, she had a tenacious 
advocate in her lawyer Gabby. And now she believes in 
herself, too, and knows she can overcome anything.

Michelle (left) says: “If I didn’t have Gabby (pictured right),  
I wouldn’t be the person I was today…When I say I can’t do  
this, she says, yes you can!”
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Why Mariana Believes in Change
Mariana’s  young daughter, now in rst grade, used to wake her up all 
the time to tell her “Momma, I can’t sleep, Momma, I can’t sleep.”

The problem? Bed bugs. They had come into Mariana’s apartment 
from another unit, biting her daughter and her toddler son and causing 
them to lose sleep night after night. 

           
        For many months 

they had also endured the mice that ran through their unit and infested 
the entire building. And their bathroom wall was constantly wet, 
caused by a leak from an upstairs neighbor’s pipes.

Even worse, lately there was a pervasive smell of gas in the kitchen. 
There had always been problems with the stove, but now it seemed to 
be getting worse.

Mariana says she had just about given up. Her calls and visits to the 
building’s property management of ce didn’t prompt anyone to x the 
problems. She had never met the owner; the staff managing the small 
building was constantly changing. She says she was increasingly 
worried about her kids who were covered by new bites every morning, 
but felt like she had run out of options.

        Sometimes, a child’s poor 
health can’t be solved by medicine alone but requires legal advocacy to 
secure the healthcare she needs to get better – or x unsafe housing 
that is infested by rats, mold and cockroaches and making him sick. 
Whatever the cause, kids who have poor health end up in the emergency 
room again and again, and often do poorly in school.

Children’s Law Center puts our lawyers side-by-side with pediatricians in 
health clinics across the District through medical-legal partnerships with 
Children’s National Health System, Mary’s Center and Unity Health Care. 
Together, we nd and x the root causes of children’s poor health. And, we 
make sure struggling families can get the medical care their children need 
to get better. Often, this includes ghting for quality mental health care so 
DC’s most vulnerable children can recover from trauma and neglect.

In 2014, our legal advocacy helped put more than 1,500 children and 
their families on the road to a healthier future.
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Then one day in March, Mariana had a visit at home from 
Mary’s Center, one of Children’s Law’s Center’s medical 
partners. The health center had sent someone to talk 
about physical therapy for Mariana’s son, who wasn’t 
walking even though he was almost two years old. 

When the health worker heard about the many 
problems that were putting the children’s health in 
danger – and smelled gas in the kitchen – she called 
Children’s Law Center. 

        
        

 “Anne was so nice!” Mariana says with a smile, 
“and so attentive to all of the problems.”

Anne immediately called Washington Gas, which 
disconnected the leaky stove that same day. Her 
second call was to the building’s management of ce.

Often, all it takes is a lawyer to get involved and a 
landlord will spring into action to x dangerous housing 
conditions. Unfortunately for Mariana and her kids, this 
case was more complicated. 

Once Anne got involved, the property manager did at 
long last inspect the unit and hired an exterminator 
to come and take care of the bed bugs. But the 
other promised xes were slow – including the need 
to replace the non-working stove that had been 
disconnected by the gas company. As a result, Mariana 
could no longer cook and had to buy take-out food to 
feed her family, an expense she could barely afford on 
her meager income.

The property managers made repeated promises to 
x the problems but never followed through. But Anne 

didn’t give up. The owner apparently lived in a foreign 
country but she was able to track down the U.S. 
corporation that legally owned the building and led a 
housing complaint in court.

Because the owner had dragged his feet for months, 
Anne also led a complaint in small claims court asking 
that Mariana be reimbursed for new furniture that 
had to be thrown out when the bed bug infestation 
had spiraled out of control. In addition, she asked for 
money to compensate Mariana for the cost of buying 
restaurant food because of the lack of a working stove.

Anne and Mariana won both cases. At long last, the 
owner replaced the stove, xed the plumbing leak and 
patched up the holes that the mice were using to get 
into Mariana’s unit. He also paid Mariana over $3,000 in 
damages, which Mariana is using to buy new furniture.

“Now I know things can change. I didn’t used to think 
that. But I saw a big change with Anne’s help,” Mariana 
says. “It’s much better now. My daughter feels so much 
better now and my children don’t have any more bites,” 
she says.

           
        They are 

now true believers that you should never give up no 
matter how dif cult the problem seems – all thanks to 
their “nice lawyer Anne” from Children’s Law Center.

“Now I know things can change. I didn’t used to think that. 
But I saw a big change with Anne’s help,” Mariana (pictured 
left) says about her lawyer Anne (right).
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Teaching Derek to Read
“He was suspended so many times, I didn’t know a 

rst grader could be suspended so much.” That’s what 
Renee, now in her late 20s, says about her young son 
Derek’s* experiences in school. 

          
        

        

Renee had enrolled Derek in what she thought was a 
high-achieving charter school, wanting to put him on 
the best path for success. Because of his attention 
de cit disorder, Derek needed some extra help to learn 
– like the nearly 13,000 other children in DC who have 
physical, emotional or learning disabilities that impact 
their education.

But, Derek’s school was failing to provide the support 
that he needed to learn despite promising to do so. 
“They didn’t teach him anything – he couldn’t spell one 
or two or red or blue,” Renee said.

Worse, “he was labelled a ‘bad kid’ and became this 
constant source of negative attention,” Renee said. 

“They had just decided that they couldn’t educate him…
and kept moving him into different classrooms,” she 
said. Just before rst grade, Derek grew frustrated 
when he couldn’t understand what was happening 
around him in summer school. He would throw a 
tantrum and the school would call someone to take 
him home. The tantrums became worse and worse.

e o en e at onal oo s fo  l en

           
 But today, too many of the District’s schools are 

failing children. 

Children’s Law Center opens educational doors for 
children of all ages. First, we help children start school 
ready to learn by ensuring infants and toddlers get the 
early intervention they need if they have developmental 
delays. When children reach school age, we help families 
advocate for their children with disabilities so our DC 
public and public charter schools provide the special 
support required to help them learn. We also ght so 
children in foster care can stay with trusted adults in a 
familiar school no matter where they end up moving due 
to instability at home. Finally, when children are aging out 
of foster care, we ensure they get the transition support 
they need to successfully complete college or job training, 
putting them on a path to greater success.

In 2014, our legal advocacy opened educational doors  
for over 1,700 District children in these areas. 
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That’s when Renee found her “hero, Miss Sarah,” 
otherwise known as Sarah Flohre, one of Children’s 
Law Center’s senior attorneys. A special education 
attorney since 2008, Sarah says that the admiration is 
mutual. “Renee is such an engaged and collaborative 
parent,” she says, and “clearly wants what is best for 
her son.”

The situation deteriorated until the school insisted 
that Derek could only stay if Renee or his grandmother 
sat with him each day in his rst grade classroom to 
handle his tantrums. That was not a workable solution. 
It also violated federal special education law.

        
        

  She also asked the school to put 
different behavioral tactics into place so he could stay 
in school every day without needing a family member 
there. But nothing seemed to work.

Renee and Sarah became convinced that his school 
just couldn’t educate Derek. They asked that Derek be 
transferred to a different school that could help him 
overcome his worsening emotional outbursts and 
learning delays.

Unfortunately, the school bureaucracy seemed 
unmoved. A month went by until nally, Sarah sued 
the school district to hasten the pace of nding Derek 
a new school. “My hero said this is not going to be the 
way it is,” Renee said. After a flurry of negotiation, the 
school system offered Derek a more appropriate school 
just one week before going to trial.

Derek at long last began attending his new school 
during the second-half of rst grade. “He’s at Payne 
[Elementary School] now, I love that school. He’s 
reading stories by himself now, he is sounding out 
words, it’s wonderful,” Renee says.

What’s different? Not only do Derek and Renee feel 
more welcomed in the new school but the teachers 
also are able to help him learn despite his ADHD. And, 
the school district is providing extra tutoring to help 
young Derek catch up for all the classroom time he lost 
at his previous school. 

          
        

“He’s a totally new boy,” Renee says, “he’s not the same 
at all.”

That’s what happens when you pair a dedicated mom 
like Renee with a tenacious advocate like Sarah: a 
young boy nally learns to read. 

Renee (left) with her lawyer Sarah (right), now says about 
her son: “He’s reading stories by himself now...he’s a totally 
new boy, he’s not the same at all.”



Though Children’s Law Center is the largest non-pro t legal provider in DC, many more children come to us 
than we can help. That’s why we are honored to partner with hundreds of attorneys who help ll the gap. These 
volunteers come from more than 100 of the area’s top law rms, government agencies, legal departments and solo 
practitioners. We also tap pro bono help for our own counsel and to help us research complex policy questions. 

                
               

With this support, our pro bono volunteers take on life-changing cases – from helping grandparents or foster  
families who step up to give children a loving home, to ensuring schools provide the special education a child needs 
to learn. Our pro bono partners may also take on complex custody guardian ad litem cases, where a child is caught 
in a bitter custody dispute, and housing matters where dangerous housing conditions are harming a child’s health.

In 2014, pro bono attorneys worked over 34,000 volunteer hours on behalf of Children’s Law Center – providing 
over $13 million of the best legal advocacy to DC’s most vulnerable children and families. As a result, thousands 
more children will grow up with a loving home, good health and a quality education.

When you ask attorney Gerald Richman why he 
volunteers as a pro bono attorney for Children’s Law 
Center, he is quick to talk about the vulnerable children 
who need someone in their corner.

“A lot of these families are walking on a tightrope,” 
he says.“ But when you take a case and can reach a 
successful resolution, you can see immediate bene ts 
[for a family].”

As a seasoned attorney at the Skadden law rm, Richman 
spends most of his days advising corporate clients about 
energy regulation. But his pro bono work lets him get 
involved “in another side of life,” he says. Through his work 
with Children’s Law Center, Richman helps many parents 

ght landlords who refuse to x dangerous housing 
conditions that threaten their children’s health. 

“Nine times out of 10, if an attorney gets involved, the 
landlord suddenly has a strong incentive to x the 
problem,” he says. “It changes the equation for them.” It 
also changes the equation for families whose children 
were once suffering from health problems like asthma 
that vastly improve once the housing is xed.

By now, Richman is an old pro working with Children’s 
Law Center but that wasn’t always the case. “I feel 
more experienced now, but my rst case, I didn’t know 
anything about this stuff,” he said. He talks about how 
the formal training and support from Children’s Law 
Center helped prepare him.

He emphasizes how valuable the mentorship has been. 
“That’s what’s been most helpful,” he says. In the end, 
Richman shares many reasons why pro bono work 
has been rewarding for him – and why more attorneys 
should volunteer. “If you’re a junior person, these cases 
may be your best way to get ‘ rst-chair’ litigation 
experience,” he says. “And it’s a way to do something 
different, too, to try out different skills.” 

But most of all, he says “it’s a good way to give back 
to the community, to help a family that doesn’t have a 
lot of advantages in life.” And, a good way to help get a 
child on a path to a better future.
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Why Volunteer with Us?

Attorney Gerald Richman says pro bono service is 
a “good way to give back to the community.” 
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Littler Mendelson, P.C.
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Orrick, Herrington  
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2014 Pro Bono Partners
Because of pro bono volunteers from these rms, more of DC’s most vulnerable children had someone in their 
corner to advocate for their needs.   
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Every week, Children’s Law Center gets calls from 
dozens of parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles 
who are struggling to understand why their school 
can’t do more to help their child learn. The tide is 
now turning for these families – and the more than 
13,000 children with physical, emotional or learning 
disabilities living in DC.

2014 brought historic special education reform 
to DC. In November, the DC Council unanimously 
passed three new laws that will ensure children can 
get special education services earlier, give parents 
the information and tools to be involved, and build 
capacity at DCPS and charter schools to meet these 
children’s needs. 

Children’s Law Center helped shape the laws at 
the request of Councilmember David Catania, who 
introduced the bills. We spearheaded a large-scale, 
collaborative effort that reviewed lessons learned 
from our work ghting for better special education 
services; interviewed more than 40 education 
advocates from across DC; examined special 
education best practices from around the country; 
and drew on our close collaboration with all of the 
District’s education agencies.

The resulting reforms are a historic win for DC’s 
children – and will improve special education in  
our schools for years to come.

         
         
   – what works and what doesn’t in 

our schools, for traumatized children who need  
mental health care, and for struggling parents  
and their children. 

These are the experiences that ground our policy 
advocacy. Children’s Law Center takes what we’ve 
learned and offers city-wide solutions to the mayor, 
District agencies and the DC Council to better serve  
all children. Our policy advocacy improves laws, 
policies and practice, and secures media coverage  
to shine a bright spotlight on the District’s successes 
and failures in meeting children’s needs. 

 2014   

   Spearheading historic education reform that will 
dramatically improve special education for students  
in our public and charter schools.

   Achieving three other important legislative wins, 
including new laws allowing foster youth to stay in a  
familiar school when they are adopted, requiring 
landlords to x mold in rental units, and improving the 
ability of pediatricians to treat childhood mental illness.

   Advising DC’s newly elected mayor, Muriel Bowser, 
on preventing violence and investing in youth 
through our appointment to lead her public safety 
transition team.

   Releasing our second annual Children’s Mental Health 
Report Card, chronicling the District’s improvements 
and failures in meeting children’s mental health 
needs. The report resulted in wall-to-wall media 
coverage calling for speedier reforms and increased 
funding for important mental health programs.

Children’s Law Center’s policy successes build on 
thousands of hours of testimony, research, meetings 
and outreach with District leaders on behalf of 
children. Whether it is pressing agencies to better 
prepare older youth who age out of foster care, making 
sure children get special education services more 
quickly within DC schools, or ensuring pediatricians 
screen for children’s mental health needs – our policy 
advocacy has delivered real results for children.

10 Children’s Law Center

Making Special Education  
History

Executive Director Judith Sandalow spoke 
alongside DC Councilmember David Catania at a 
press conference to announce the new legislation.



The following media outlets from Washington and beyond turned to Children’s Law Center in 2014 for facts  
and expert opinion on children’s issues and public interest law:
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DCist
Fox5 News
Huf ngton Post
Law360

Legal Bisnow
Nonpro t Times
WAMU 88.5 Radio
Washington City Paper

Washington Informer
Washington Post
Washington Lawyer
Washingtonian Magazine

WTOP
WUSA Channel 9
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Thayer Hardwick

Lauren Birzon Harriman

Yu-Li Hunsicker 

Mollie Jackson

Tate Jawdat* 

Erica Kaufman
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We Live Our Values
Children’s Law Center is proud to attract the best advocates for DC’s kids – and we pride ourselves on being 
a best place to work as well. In 2014, Executive Director Judith Sandalow was called a “rare nd” as a boss by 
Washingtonian Magazine for creating a family-friendly workplace. We also received the following honors:

  2014 Best Workplace Award, The Washington Post
  2014 Best Nonpro ts to Work For, The NonPro t Times



Damon King

Jessica Kleinman 

Ryan Kool 

Bridget Koza

Jonathan Krell 

Beth Kurtz 

Jessica Kurtz 

Emily Madavo

Emily Madden 

Kristine Maier* 

Gabrielle Mulnick Majewski

Megan Mans eld 

Jennifer Masi 

Nicole McConico*

Megan McQuiddy 

Brittany Mobley 

Kelly Moffett* 

Tyra Moore

Jennifer Morris

Cara Morse 

Elisabeth Mulholland 

Renée Murphy 

Anna Myles-Primakoff* 

Lauren Onkeles-Klein

Alyssa Patzoldt 

Katherine Piggott-Tooke

Kristen Pisani-Jacques 

Julia Post 

 

Joy Purcell*

Naïké Savain

Gillian Schaps 

Miranda Selover 

Jessica Shea

Abraham Sisson

Amy Smith 

Hayden Smith*

Allen Snyder

Anna Snyder 

Kate Stanford

Holly R. Stevens 

Jess Sucherman 

Lisa Swanson 

Jani Tillery 

Tamyko Talamantes 

Elizabeth Tossell* 

Sophie Vick 

Kimberly A. Waller 

Diane Weinroth 

Ayana Williams 

Meghan Williams*

Eva Stokes Wood

Ashley Young 

Kathy Zeisel

Dennis Zittier
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With help from hundreds of volunteer 
Santas from across the city, our 
annual Holiday Hope Drive brought 
our neediest clients toys, coats, bikes 
and other donations – making their 
Christmas a little brighter this year.



Board of Directors

Anthony Herman 
 

Covington & Burling LLP

Melissa Wiley 
 

Ernst & Young LLP

May Liang* 

OpenConcept Systems Inc.

Biz Scott 

Steptoe & Johnson LLP

Jessica Abrahams 
McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP

John T. Bentivoglio 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & 
Flom LLP

Thomas N. Bulleit* 
Ropes & Gray LLP

H. Guy Collier* 
McDermott Will & Emery LLP

A. Patrick Doyle 
Arnold & Porter LLP

Evan R. Farber 
The Advisory Board Company

Joseph C. Figini

Wendy Goldberg

Justin Gray 
Gray Global Advisors

Nina Gross

Ed Lazere 
DC Fiscal Policy Institute

Margaret J. McKinney* 
Delaney McKinney LLP

Carmen G. McLean 
Jones Day

Robin Rooks McQueen 
The Truman National Security 
Project

Alan A. Pemberton 
Covington & Burling LLP

Theodore D. Segal 
Stradley Ronon Stevens &  
Young LLP

Nancy Sidamon-Eristoff

Page Lane Smith

Shana C. Smith* 
NII Holdings, Inc.

Catharine E. Snowdon 
Private Trustee

Peter L. Winik 
Latham & Watkins LLP

14 Children’s Law Center

Former National Institute of Health Director Elias Zerhouni joined us at Sidley Austin LLP in October for a conversation 
about why we should be “rationally optimistic” about how children will bene t from changes in the health sector.  
Pictured from left to right are board member Ted Segal, James Stansel of Sidley Austin and Dr. Zerhouni.



Emeritus Board
H. Guy Collier 

Vicki Scheer Foster 

Thomas N. Bulleit

Joseph S. Conti

Wayne R. Curtis

Donna Donlon

Janet Eakes

Mary Giliberti

Sharon Gibson Judge

May Liang

James Marsh 

Margaret J. McKinney

Kenneth Noyes

Sylvia Pearson

Robert A. Peck

Charles F. (Rick) Rule

Jean Steele

Julia Tolkan

Mariella Trager

Diane Weinroth

Gloria Wilder

Advisory Board
Jessica Waters 

American University

Erica L. Gerson 

Steptoe & Johnson LLP

Kathryn K. Baran 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & 
Flom LLP

Kathryn Baugher 
K&L Gates LLP

Meredith L. Boylan 
Venable LLP

Jennifer Brough 
Locke Lord LLP

Jill Caiazzo 
IBM Corporation

Ronald Coenen Jr. 
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP

Michele Cross 
Deloitte Financial Advisory  
Services LLP

Alexis DeBernardis 
Crowell & Moring LLP

Dana E. Foster 
White & Case LLP

Adam C. Goldstein 
Clifford Chance US LLP

Megan L. Greer 
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer  
& Feld LLP

Michael J. Gridley 
Wiley Rein LLP

Sarah Hall* 
Covington & Burling LLP

Candida Harty 
Arnold & Porter LLP

Tiffany Johnson* 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Melanie Katsur 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Emily Keatley 
Covington & Burling LLP

Brenda E. Lee 
WilmerHale

Tiffany D. Lipscomb-Jackson 
Jones Day

Kara H. Lowery 
Mayer Brown LLP

Victoria N. Lynch 
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw  
Pittman LLP

David McDonough 
Wells Fargo & Company

Stacey McEvoy 
Hogan Lovells US LLP

George Murphy* 
Bryan Cave LLP

Erin Louise Palmer* 
Clifford Chance US LLP

Elizabeth (Liz) Richards 
Latham & Watkins LLP

Patricia Richman 
Williams & Connolly LLP

Timothy W. Riffe 
Fish & Richardson P.C.

Sarah K. Ritchey 
Miller & Chevalier Chartered

Jordana S. Rubel 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Brian D. Schneider 
Arent Fox LLP

Elisabeth (Lisa) Shu 
McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP

Hillary Webber 
McDermott Will & Emery LLP

Dave M. Wharwood 
Sidley Austin LLP
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$100,000+

District of Columbia Bar  
Foundation

The Morrison & Foerster  
Foundation*

$50,000 - $99,999

Bingham McCutchen LLP

Eugene and Agnes E. Meyer  
Foundation

Latham & Watkins LLP*

The Morris and Gwendolyn  
Cafritz Foundation

Morton K. and Jane Blaustein 
Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999

Anonymous

The Advisory Board Company

Arnold & Porter LLP*

Covington & Burling LLP*

McDermott Will & Emery LLP

RGK Foundation

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher  
& Flom LLP 

$15,000 - $24,999

Bloomberg BNA

Children’s National Health  
System

Crowell & Moring LLP*

Finnegan Henderson Farabow 
Garrett & Dunner LLP

General Electric Company

Jones Day*

McKenna Long & Aldridge  
Foundation*

Park Foundation

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw  
Pittman LLP*

The Rapoport Family  
Foundation

The Share Fund

Sidley Austin LLP*

Steptoe & Johnson LLP*

Stradley Ronon Stevens  
& Young LLP*

Venable Foundation

Walmart

Williams & Connolly LLP

 

 

$10,000 - $14,999

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer   
& Feld LLP*

Clifford Chance US LLP

Hogan Lovells US LLP

Holland & Knight LLP

Hunton & Williams LLP

Locke Lord LLP

The Max and Victoria Dreyfus 
Foundation, Inc. 

Mayer Brown LLP*

Wiley Rein LLP

WilmerHale*

 

In July, US Education Secretary Arne 
Duncan joined us for a candid talk 
about education reform nationwide 
and in the District, at an event hosted 
by McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP.

Children’s Law Center depends on the generosity of individuals, corporations and foundations to make our  
work possible.   
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$5,000 - $9,999

Arent Fox LLP*

Bates White

Beaverdale Foundation

Cadwalader, Wickersham  
& Taft LLP

Cooley LLP

Delaney McKinney LLP*

Delta Star, Inc.

Fish & Richardson P.C.

Fragomen Del Rey Bernsen  
& Loewy LLP

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Jackson & Campbell, P.C.

Kirkland & Ellis LLP*

Mary and Daniel Loughran  
Foundation

McGuireWoods Consulting

Merchant & Gould, P.C.

Miller & Chevalier Chartered*

MorganFranklin Consulting

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP*

Quarles & Brady LLP

Raffa Financial Services, Inc.

RML Automotive

The Rotary Foundation of  
Washington DC

Salamander Hotels & Resorts

Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP*

UBS Financial Services, Inc. -  
Washington DC of ce

Walker & Dunlop

The Warner Investment Group  
at RBC Wealth Management

White & Case LLP

$3,000 - $4,999

Ain & Bank, P.C.

Baker & McKenzie LLP

Ballard Spahr LLP*

Bryan Cave LLP

BuckleySandler LLP*

Carlton Fields Jorden Burt, P.A.

Cleary Gottlieb Steen   
& Hamilton LLP*

The Cohen Group

Cresa

Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

Evermay Wealth Management, LLC

Feldesman Tucker Leifer Fidell LLP

HawkPartners

The Hy and Myra Shapiro  
Foundation

Jones Lang LaSalle

K&L Gates LLP

Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP

LDiscovery/AlphaLit

Linklaters LLP

Littler Mendelson, P.C.

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Quadrangle Development  
Corporation

Van Ness Feldman LLP

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich  
& Rosati Foundation

Womble Carlyle Sandridge  
& Rice LLP

Champions for Children Award Winners
The following rms represented on Children’s Law Center’s Advisory Board achieved the highest  
annual total giving in 2014:

1    
Clifford Chance US LLP

100 24    
McDermott Will & Emery LLP

2 0    
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meager  
& Flom LLP
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$25,000+

Diane and Norman Bernstein

Diana and Stephen Goldberg

Wendy and Fred Goldberg

$15,000 - $24,999

John T. Bentivoglio

Elizabeth and Michael Galvin

The Andrew and Julie 
 Klingenstein Family Fund

Charles F. (Rick) Rule

$10,000 - $14,999

Jessica Abrahams

Jule Cahill Crider and Greg Crider

Joseph C. Figini and Jason Denby

May Liang and Jim Lintott

Ina and Terrance Sandalow

Ted Segal and Joyce  
Wasserstein

Anne Sidamon-Eristoff

Nancy and Simon  
Sidamon-Eristoff

Page and Howard Smith

Katie and Dick Snowdon

Elsa Walsh and Bob Woodward

Peter and Sylvia Winik

$5,000 - $9,999

Cindy and Mark Aron

Elizabeth Bausch

Marcia and Donald Bisenius

Janis and Wiley Buchanan

Tom and Kristy Bulleit

A. Patrick Doyle and Elizabeth 
Downes

Evan and Amanda Farber

Vicki Scheer Foster and  
Michael Foster

Anthony Herman

Mary E. McClymont

Donna and Mack McLarty

Jane and Thad Paul

Thomas Pheasant and  
Juan Carlos Rincones

Elise Rabekoff and Chris  
Gladstone

Martha Ann Sisson

Lila and Brendan Sullivan

Melissa Wiley

$3,000 - $4,999

Anonymous

James Bodner and Victoria  
Green eld

Elizabeth Russell Boe

Steven Cline and Christopher Bolcik

H. Guy Collier

Benjamin Gitterman

J. Beth and Roland Goss

Justin Gray

Nina Gross and Steve Asher

Warren King and Joyce Deroy

Judith Korn

Beth A. Levene and David A. Becker

Carmen and Carson McLean

Evan Miller and Nancy Hedin

Nicole and Joshua Mintz

Alan and Miriam Pemberton

John and Jan Purcell

Alan Raul and Mary Tinsley Raul

Jessica Rosenbaum

Judith Sandalow

Keith and Geetha Waehrer

Will Zerhouni

$1,500 - $2,999

The Anne and Ronald Abramson 
Family Foundation

Kady Ashley and David Luigs

Kathryn Kavanagh Baran and  
Jan Witold Baran

Nathaniel and Lee Beers

Charles Berk

William and Brigid Brake eld

Miguel Browne and Silvija Strikis

Jill Caiazzo

Eva Marie Carney and Alan Cohen

Joseph and Dorothy Conti

David and Martha Dantzic

The Honorable John Delaney  
and April McClain-Delaney
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David Edwards and  
Jacqueline Holmes

Heidi Eitel and Brian Yourish

John N. Estes III and  
Veronica Angulo

Debbie Feinstein and Jeff Brennan

Michael Felty

Marc and Phyllis Fleischaker

Michael Fletcher

Fletcher Family Foundation

Bob and Pat Gage

Peter M. Gillon

Andrea Gray

Andrew Green eld

Michael J. Gridley

Sarah and Thomas Hall

Clifford and Elizabeth Harrington

Nancy Hendry and William Baer

Julie Hong and Julian Kim

Jack Horan and Renata Baker 

Philip and Roberta Horton

Diane and Gib Kerr

The Honorable Gladys Kessler

J. Andrew Keyes

Geoffrey Klineberg and  
Ursula Werner

Annie Gray and Charles T. Lane

Victoria N. Lynch

Creighton and Vicky Magid

Michael D. Mann and Carol Salzman

James Marsh and Amy Fastenberg

Mary Catherine Martin

Mary Beth Maxwell

James McCullough

Kathleen McDermott

Robin and Bandele McQueen

J.B. and Kate Meek

Stephanie Mueller

Pamela and Byrne Murphy

John M. Nannes

Denis and Tamara O’Sullivan

Thomas Papson and Toby Singer

Ruth and Stephen Pollak

Donald and Olwen Pongrace

Christopher and Susan Regan

Andrea Reister

Timothy W. Riffe

Jeniffer and Cornelius Roberts

Julie Roberts and George Giamas

James Rocap

David and Mary Ellen Rogers

James and Virginia Russell

Jeannie and Thomas Rutherfoord

Bizunesh Scott

Raymond S. and  
Deborah Sams Sczudlo

Rachel and Paul Sheridan

Linda and Steuart Thomsen

Hillary Webber and Eric Conn

Dave Wharwood,  
Mary Hope Garcia Wharwood,  
and Evangeline Wharwood

Paul F. Wight

Maryelena and Gino Zaccardelli

Robert Zelnick

Over 500 supporters and friends joined us for our annual Helping Children Soar 
Bene t at the Kennedy Center in September. Together, we raised a record  
$1.1 million for DC’s most vulnerable children. Pictured above is featured 
speaker Lena Borsellino, who we rst met when she was 10, with her lawyer 
Jonathan Krell (on the left) and Judge Nan Shuker (on the right). We also 
honored Crowell & Moring LLP with the Children’s Pro Bono Champion award.



$500 - $1,499

Anonymous

Laura and Alex Albert

Diane Ambler and Ethan Grossman

Decker Anstrom and  
Sherron Hiemstra

Bill and Olivia Baker

Michael Baratz and Raanan  
Weintraub Baratz

James H. Barker

David Barrett

Aaron Bartell and Talia Dubovi

Cecily Baskir and John Freedman

Deborah Baum

Lori Bean

Bruce and Laurinda Berger

Paul R. Berger

Bruce and Deborah Berman

Alan Berube and Cristina Boccuti

Kim Marie and Scott Boylan

Meredith L. Boylan

David and Katherine Bradley

Shirley Brandman and  
Howard Shapiro

Matt Brill

Jim and Marian Brodsky

Steven Brose

Branden and Jennifer Brough

David Brown

Greg Bruch

Alan Bubes and Nancy  
Taylor-Bubes

Glenn Campbell and  
Melissa Dowling

Barton Clark

Michele Cross and David Minnick

Rob and Teri Culbertson

David and Page Dekker

David DellaRocca

Nancy Delogu

Nicholas Denovio

John Donovan and  
Linda Semans Donovan

Joanna Edgell

Alix and Matt Eggerding

David Evans

Joseph and Jane Farrell

Barbara Feasey and Bill Bryant

Robert Felton

Alice S. Fisher

Miriam Fisher

Lauryn Fraas and Brendan Sweeney

Ruth Friedman

Adam C. Goldstein

Warren and Catherine Gorrell

Ruth and Tom Green

Douglas Greenburg

Lisa Greenman and Paul Leder

Laura and Brent Gurney

Brian Guy

Janet Hahn and Kenneth Simon

Sandra Hanna

David and Barbara Harding

Joseph and Melanie Hartman

Sheerin N.S. and  
Adam Haubenreich

Belva and John Hayden

Ardelia and Jeffrey Hayward

David and Rebekah Hazelton

Linda Ottinger Headley

Jacquenette Helmes

Geoffrey and Elizabeth Hobart

Howard Hogan

Adam and Ngoc Hulbig

Paul James Hunt

Maureen and Jonathan Japha

George A. Jones
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Children’s  
Law Center opened 
educational doors  
for over 1,700+  
children last year.

We helped over 2,700+  
children & caring adults 
create more stable  
families in 2014.

Individuals
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Sharon Gibson Judge and  
Thomas Judge

Melanie Katsur

Emily and Benton Keatley

Bill and Dorothy Kelty

Alan and Liz Kopin 

Cynthia Krus

Karen Kuell

Joan Kutcher and  
Jack Schenendorf

Lauren and Marc Laitin

Braden Lang

Edwin and Marianne Lavergne

Ed Lazere and Suzanne Grif th

Jason Licht

Alexis Lien

Tiffany and Robert  
Lipscomb-Jackson

Catherine Livingston and  
Nick Netchvolodoff

Laura Loeb and Howard Morse

Gail and Mark Lynch

Dean and Linda Manson

Rick and Lori Marks

Kate McCarthy

Stacey and Jay McEvoy

Chris McIsaac and Tracey Braun

William R. McLucas

Martin Menski and  
Mirea Lynton-Grotz

Tom Milch and Vicki Divoll

Elizabeth Mitchell and  
Matt Mendelsohn

Eric Mitzenmacher

The Honorable Phil and  
Elizabeth Moeller

Gary Morgans

James Moriarty

Robert Musslewhite

Alison and Michael Nadel

Nancy Parsons Hancock Fund

Kenneth Noyes

Claudia O’Brien

Stephen O’Neill

Harry Pangas

Susan and Dennis Papadopoulos

Anjali Patel

Paul and Hilary Perkins

Chris Pernin

Carter Phillips and Sue Henry

Allison and Christopher Pugsley

Linda Ravdin

Scott Richardson

Toni A. Ritzenberg

M. Kristan Rizzolo

Laurie Robinson and  
Sheldon Krantz

Edward and Jytte Ruckert

Amy Rudnick and Michael Zeldin

David Sandalow and  
Holly Hammonds

Brian D. and Beth Schneider

Jean Simons and Steve Solow

Lynda Guild Simpson and  
Richard A. Simpson

Scott Sinder and Jodie Kelley

Jill and Hayes Smith

Abby Cohen Smutny

Wick and Magge Sollers

Eric Sonnenschein

Patrick and Caroline Stanton

Tom Strickland

Vernon and Thalia Thompson

Julia Tossell

Daniel Volchok and Kathleen Keller

Eric Volkman

Adrian Wager-Zito and Michael Zito

Sarah Warlick

Gail and Seth Warner

Marc Wassermann

Rebecca Weinreich

Monica and Michael Werner

Lewis S. Wiener

Emily Williams

Patricia Townsley Wing eld

Ron Wisor and Keri Piester

Wendy Wysong and  
Tracy Rickett

Joanne Zimolzak and Eric Sampson

Kathleen Zimpleman

Christopher Zochowski

Margaret Zwisler

$250 - $499

Anonymous (5)

James Alberg

Natalie and William Allan

William Allen

We helped 1,500+ 
kids & families with 
health needs in 2014.
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Hank and Joanne Asbill

Lisa Bacanskas and Chris David

David and Joanne Bamberger

Holly Barker

Kathryn Baugher

Paul Berman

Reena Bernards and Tom Smerling

Steven Boehm

J.A. Bouknight

Kristin Cabral

Collin Cain

Marie and Craig Callan

Jim Camden

Lizzie and Michael Cantacuzene

Bob and Cheryl Carfagno

Meghan Casey

Kyle Chadwick and Cynthia Rice

Robert B. Chapman

Scott Chatham

Ronald Coenen Jr.

Vincent Colatriano and Terri Evans

Mark D. Colley and  
Deborah A. Harsch

Roberta and Douglas Colton

Warren Connelly

Peter and Susan Connolly

Rick and Karen Cys

Karen Dale

Beth Davidson

Terry and Cheryl Davidson

Christopher Davies and  
Stephanie Martz

Douglas Davison

Lauren Degnan and  
Thomas Santos

David DiBari

Karen and Jon Dubrow

Jeetander Dulani

Peter Edelman and  
Marian Wright Edelman

Gregory and Nicole Ehrhardt

Neil R. Ellis

Michelle and Glenn Engelmann

Lisa Fastenberg and  
David Rabinowitz

Chris and Ursula Finley

Joanne Doddy Fort

Jonathan Franklin and Sharon 
Bradford Franklin

Stuart Galvin

Paul and Anne Gambal

Kristiana Garcia and  
Jeremy Morrison

Jamie Gardner and Jonathan Stern

Greg Garre

Cindy and Peter Garvin

Michael Gergen

Erica and Seth Gerson

Amy Ginn and Brian Stanton

Christen and Steve Glickman

Gary and Nadia Gold-Moritz

Esther Goldenberg

Ruth Gramlich

Wilfred Grandison

Jeffrey T. Green and  
Kimberley Stalker Green

Joel and Rebecca Green

Ethan Greene

Karen Greene

Robert Gross

Christine Horan

David and Priscilla Huffman

Jeffrey Huvelle

Bruce Jacobs

Daniel and Wendy Jarcho

Chris Jensen and Julia Walter

Barbara Kagan and Curt Mueller

David Kagan-Kans and  
Ellen Pearlman

Elizabeth Karmin

Jon Kaylor

Bill and Cindy Kelly

Andrew Kersting

Jane and Paul Khoury

Seth King

Kenneth and Carol Klein

Meltem Kodaman

Stuart Kurlander

David C. Ling

Patricia Little eld

Charles W. Logan

Marc Machlin and Nancy Stoner

Terry Mahn and Gayle Novig

Eric Mahr

Philip and Debra Malet

Heidi Mattila and Jari Tuomala

Children’s Law Center 
reaches 1 out of every 8 
children in DC’s poorest 
neighborhoods.
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Elizabeth McCrillis

David McDonough

Stacey McGraw and John Grif ths

Jack and Kathleen McKay

Allan and Darina McKelvie

Mary Margaret McLeroy

Laurie Mikva

Brian Miller

Bonnie Montgomery

Kate Mueting

Dawn and Colin Murphy

Rachel Murphy

Stacy and Nathan Murphy

Melanie Nussdorf

Patrick O’Donnell

William O’Neill

Christine Owens

Erin Louise Palmer and Eric Atilano

Scott and Ellen Palmer

Molly Peacock

Sara Pikofsky and Daniel Eisen

Patrice M. Pitts

Laurence Platt and  
Elizabeth Clare Herington

Molly Poag

Roger Pollak

Julia and Jonathan Post

Barbara Power and Peter Larkin

The Honorable Hiram E. Puig-Lugo 
and Sarah Gaudreau

Michelle Puleio

Paul Radensky

RisaFund

Jean Rule

James Sandman and  
Elizabeth Mullin

JF Scarborough and Betsy Miller

Cathy and Marc Scheineson

Lisa and Mark Schneider

David Schwartz

Becki Segal and Herb Green

Zelda Segal

Sarah and Benjamin Shapiro

Elizabeth A. Singer and  
Stephen A. Weisbrod

David and Marie Smith

Gregory and Tamara Smith

Lizzie Spavins

Anna L. Spencer

Fairley Spillman and Jon Thoren

Sean Staples and  
Mary-Frances Wain

Ignacio Suarez Anzorena

Mori Taheripour

Stacy Teng and Matthew Knight

Sunny Thompson

Robert Torresen, Jr. and  
Dianne Kemp Torresen

Kelly Voss and Steve Kaplan

Bobbe Ward

Jessica Waters and Douglas Ward

Rick Webber

Susan Weber

Robert Weinberger and Jennefer 
Hirshberg

Diane Weinroth

Carol Weiser

Patricia Weiss

T. Clark and Lucy Weymouth

Molly and Danny Whalen

Jennifer and Edward Wicht

Jonathan L. Williams

Janet Wintrol

Susan Zeisel

Former Vermont Governor Howard Dean joined us at McKenna Long &  
Aldridge in July to share his views about promising healthcare reforms to 
help kids in DC and across the nation.



2014 Financial Statement
Covers FY 2014 (Oct. 1, 2013-Sept. 30, 2014)

Revenue & Support

DC Court Contractual Service $5,553,444

Grants  852,769

Contributions 1,391,529

Donated Goods & Services 265,195

Other Income 18,967

Total Revenue & Support $8,081,904

Expenses

Total Legal Programs $7,084,295

General and Administrative 402,872

Fundraising 455,305

Total Expenses $7,942,472
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          . 

Judges, pediatricians and families turn to us to be the voice 

for children who are abused or neglected, who aren’t learning 

in school, or who have health problems that can’t be solved 

by medicine alone. With 100 staff and hundreds of pro bono  

lawyers, we reach 1 out of every 8 children in DC’s poorest 

neighborhoods – more than 5,000 children and families each 

year. And, we multiply this impact by advocating for city-wide 

solutions that bene t all children.



616 H Street, NW, Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20001 
(202) 467-4900 Phone 
(202) 467-4949 Fax


