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Many members of our nearly 100-person team gather after a staff meeting (January 2019).
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2018 HAS BEEN A YEAR OF TREMENDOUS ACHIEVEMENT

Inside this report you’ll read all about the breadth and depth of our work in the 
past year. You’ll meet Keisha, Davon and Zeke and learn about our game-changing 
systemic victories that create lasting opportunities for all DC children to learn. You 
will also hear about how we increased our impact exponentially through effective 
partnerships. Accomplishing all of this during a tumultuous and challenging time 
wasn’t easy, and it happened thanks to the smart team of lawyers and advocates 
that come to work every day at Children’s Law Center. 
 
Sadly, the punitive policies and hateful rhetoric that have gripped our nation 
also took a toll on DC’s children. Last summer, Congress and the administration 
drastically slashed the budget of DC’s local court. In response, the court was 
forced to make deep cuts to their longstanding contract with us. In total, we lost 
almost $2 million.

My team and I had to make hard choices and focus our resources on CLC’s core 
strengths to address the most critical needs of DC’s children. We faced the tough 
reality that we would help fewer children and would need to reduce the reach of 
every one of our programs.  

Despite these challenges, I am proud that we remain a strong, anchor institution in the District. Our continued 
success is thanks to a large group of incredibly dedicated supporters and partners.

Children’s Law Center is comprised of resilient, tenacious and creative problem solvers. They are the best in the 
city, and their ability to remain firmly focused on the very center of our work—our children—during an anxious and 
uncertain year for everyone inspires me daily.  

Tough times bring out your truest friends. We turned to many important partners across the District. The generous 
financial support of our donors, along with the pro bono commitment of the area’s lawyers, has been astounding. 
We continue to be strong advocates in the District’s courtrooms and in the halls of the DC Council, and we’re 
thankful for all our allies who have stepped in and stepped up this year. 

We remain deeply committed, active and engaged in our community’s most important issues, but as this report 
shows, we surely cannot do it alone. 

With gratitude,

Executive Director

LETTER FROM OUR

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Tiffany’s school has labeled her a “bad kid.” 
She’s been suspended multiple times and is distracted 
in class. Teachers say she disrupts other students. 

BELOW THE SURFACE

• Tiffany has ADHD, which makes focusing hard for her. 
She’s frustrated because she can’t keep up with her peers.

• Tiffany sometimes falls asleep in class, missing out 
on important lessons and assignments.

TIFFANY’S ENVIRONMENT

HER SCHOOL
• Tiffany’s school doesn’t train staff to identify and serve children 

       with learning disabilities.

HER HOME
• The landlord won’t repair the furnace, and it is often too 

       cold to sleep. Also, the home has a mouse infestation. 

HER FAMILY
• Tiffany’s father works long hours as a truck driver and is often far from home,  
    while her mother works two jobs.

• Tiffany’s brother Jimmy has asthma, which flares up in the frigid, mouse-infested 
   house. The family takes frequent trips to the ER in the middle of the night. 

TIFFANY’S CITY

• In DC, black children like Tiffany are 7x more likely to be suspended or 
        expelled than their white peers. 

• Despite being legally required to support students with learning disabilities, many
         DC schools fail to provide the services and accommodations students need.

• DC has a crisis due to rapidly aging and unaffordable housing. 

CLC's systemic advocacy leads to citywide solutions. Our policy work is grounded in helping tens of thousands of District 
children since our founding in 1996.

In 2018, we worked with DC Council to pass the Student Fair Access to School Act to help keep thousands of DC students like 
Tiffany in school, learning.

We also secured funding, so schools could implement special education reforms. 

We collaborated with the DC Council chair to develop new strategies to hold landlords like Tiffany’s accountable for unhealthy
living conditions.  

CHILDREN’S LAW CENTER DIVES DEEP
We don’t ask what’s wrong with a child, we ask what happened to them.

CHILDREN’S LAW CENTER'S RESPONSE

Tiffany’s pediatrician refers her family to Children’s Law Center. Our first step is to work with school officials to 
provide Tiffany the support she needs in the classroom each day. 

Second, we get a court order requiring Tiffany’s landlord to fix the furnace and eliminate the mouse infestation so 
that Tiffany and her family can sleep. Thanks to the repairs, Jimmy can breathe easier, too. 

Finally, our team helps Tiffany’s family apply for additional financial assistance through government programs to 
make ends meet. 
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On any given day you will find our lawyers, social 
workers and investigators meeting with teachers at a 
local school, coloring with children in their homes or 
talking with concerned parents in a doctor’s office. 
Through listening to what DC children and families 
are saying—and advocating for them in courtrooms, 
classrooms and with government agencies—we have 
a deep understanding of the challenges they face. 
Our policy and communications team is dedicated to 
finding systemic fixes to these challenges. 

FAIR ACCESS TO SCHOOL

At Children’s Law Center, we 
advocate for kids who are 
disproportionately impacted 
by school suspensions and 
expulsions every day: children of 
color, children with disabilities 
and children in foster care. For 
more than 20 years, we have 

served kids who are sent home from school—often 
for minor offenses like falling asleep in class—instead 
of receiving the support they need to stay in the 
classroom and continue learning. We know that 
students who aren’t in school miss critical learning 
time and are more likely to fall behind, get poor grades 
and drop out. 

In 2018 we continued our fight to reduce bias in 
school discipline by campaigning for passage of the 
Student Fair Access to School Act. Today, the law is in 
effect and change is happening in DC schools. This 
groundbreaking legislation will keep thousands of DC 
students in school, learning. Now, we’re focusing on 
the bill’s successful implementation. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION VICTORY 

For years, CLC campaigned to reform DC’s special 
education system. As a result, in 2014, the DC 
Council unanimously passed a package of bills 
that resulted in significant changes. However, three 
critical improvements remained unfunded and 
unimplemented, so our team kept advocating.

We’re proud to share that as of 2018, after our multi-
year campaign, the final special education reforms 
are funded! 

The first reform ensures that children can begin 
school ready to learn. In the past, infants and 
toddlers had to show major or multiple delays in a 
developmental area, like walking or talking, to qualify 
for services that address these delays. The result 
was that kids with less severe developmental delays 
were beginning school already behind their peers, 
contributing to poor academic performance. Now, 
these children will receive help early, giving them the 
tools they need to succeed. 

The second reform focuses on evaluations to 
determine a child’s learning needs. Children now have 
the right to these evaluations within 60 days—half of 
the previous 120-day wait. The third reform enables 
schools to begin preparing teenagers with special 
needs for adulthood at age 14, as opposed to 16. This 
critical change gives students and their families more 
time, skills and support to plan for the future. 

We are thrilled to see these reforms funded and will 
continue fighting to ensure all DC children are offered 
a quality education. 

TURNING POLICY ADVOCACY INTO

LASTING CHANGE FOR DC KIDS

The CLC team celebrates the Student Fair Access to School 
Act victory after months of work with the DC Council, 
coalition allies, healthcare partners and educators.
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In 2017, Children’s Law Center won the BUILD Health Challenge, a national program that improves health 
through community partnerships. Working with IMPACT DC (Children’s National’s asthma program) and the 
DC Department of Health, Children’s Law Center developed a three-pronged strategy to address the stark health 
disparities of children living in poverty in Wards 7 and 8: (1) using client feedback to improve individual assistance, 
(2) strengthening government collaboration to develop citywide solutions to the housing crisis, and (3) sharing 
data to identify trends to guide the future work of CLC and our partners.

 

Through our medical-legal partnerships, CLC attorneys are placed in neighborhoods where adverse housing 
conditions—and associated health problems—persist. Early on, we encountered a problem that similar partnerships 
across the nation face: families caring for chronically ill children, while managing the already overwhelming struggles 
of living in poverty, have limited bandwidth to work with a lawyer. But without information and updates from the 
family, lawyers are unable to resolve unhealthy housing conditions. 

The BUILD Health partnership built on Children’s National’s experience with patient families to improve 
communication between lawyers, doctors and patient families. Hosting focus groups and feedback meetings with 
parents of children with asthma allowed us to hear firsthand about the challenges they face to stay connected. 
Gathering that valuable input will help us overcome these barriers so families can successfully partner with lawyers 
to resolve the unhealthy housing conditions that cause poor health. 

“
”

I’ve lost count of how many patients I care for with asthma that are now healthier, 
out of the emergency room, and back in school because of Children’s Law Center.

Dr. Ankoor Y. Shah, M.D., M.P.H. 
Medical Director for the IMPACT DC Asthma Clinic and general pediatrician at Children’s Health Center at THEARC

PRIORITIZING COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT:

A BUILD HEALTH UPDATE

The darker areas of this map 

indicate the blocks and buildings 

with the most concentrated 

health-related housing referrals 

to CLC. This information can 

focus the District’s efforts to 

improve children’s health. 

Health clinics with 
on-site CLC lawyers

Data Source: Children’s Law Center, 2015 - 2018

BUILD HEALTH ANALYZES DATA TO DIRECT PUBLIC HEALTH RESPONSE
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When 10-year-old Davon met Children’s Law Center 
attorney Elizabeth Bowker for the first time, he rushed 
to her and gave her “the biggest hug.”

Davon held on because, as his mom Ebony Priester 
pointed out, he knew Bowker was fighting to make sure he 
could get the mental health and education help he needs. 

We met the Priester family when Children’s National 
partner Dr. Erica Eisenman referred Ms. Priester to CLC 
through our medical-legal partnership. The call came 
after Ms. Priester, a domestic violence survivor, bravely 
relocated her family to escape an abusive relationship. 
With the move came a different school for her children. 

Davon has bipolar disorder and ADHD. He was 
struggling in his new classroom without the right mental 
health resources. At his previous school, Davon had an 
individualized education program (IEP), which helped 
him thrive.

Administrators at his new school refused to provide mental 
health support, despite Ms. Priester’s repeated requests. 
For months Davon didn’t receive the services he needed—
not even the essential medicines his doctor prescribed.

Dr. Eisenman knew it was time to call Children’s Law Center.

“It’s disappointing that even though Ms. Priester was 
doing everything she could to advocate for her children, 
the school ignored her and her children’s needs. They 
even tried to pressure her into withdrawing from the 
school,” Bowker remembers. “It wasn’t until a lawyer got 
involved that the school took her seriously.” 

When Ms. Priester pushed school administrators 
to provide the mental health and special education 
evaluations her son needed, they retaliated by calling 
child protective services, claiming Davon was missing 
school. In fact, the school wasn’t providing him with the 
legally required transportation. Child protective services 
quickly closed the case after recognizing that Ms. 
Priester was acting responsibly.

That’s one of the reasons Bowker took the time to 
drive the Priesters to a specialist in Virginia for an 
independent and comprehensive psychological 
evaluation—testing that Davon’s school originally 

refused to provide.
The results again 
proved that Davon 
needed the mental 
health and special 
education services 
outlined in his IEP.

Now, thanks to 
Bowker’s legal 
advocacy and Ms. 
Priester’s refusal to 
back down, Davon is excelling. The school was forced to 
implement every piece of his IEP, from help with math 
to a specialized classroom setting. He’s receiving the 
mental health services he needs, in addition to help 
with his classes and transportation. 

Ms. Priester says that cases like this one aren’t just 
about Davon—they are about all children in DC who are 
legally entitled to services that will help them succeed. 

“Mental health resources affect a child’s entire future,” 
Ms. Priester said. “We need to make sure mental health 
remains a part of our schools because children can’t 
thrive if we don’t give them the right tools. They know 
when adults have given up on them.” 

Davon’s grades have jumped a full letter in just a few 
months. Ms. Priester is proud of her son and thrilled 
about his progress.

“Ms. Bowker fought for my children the way I was fighting 
for my children,” she remembers. “She was awesome.”  

Ms. Priester knows many other families face similar 
challenges and encourages them to never give up on 
their children. She recalls feeling like the school didn’t 
care about her son—or believe in his potential.

“They treated my son like he was nothing,” Ms. Priester 
said. “Look at him now.”

Children’s Law Center works hard to protect our 
clients’ confidentiality. Davon’s image has been 
changed. All other details are true.

LOOK AT HIM NOW

ENSURING DAVON’S MENTAL HEALTH
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When a child is removed from his home due to abuse or neglect, the first moments are critical to the child’s 
long-term success and must be met with urgency. At Children’s Law Center, our lawyers move quickly to gather as 
much information as possible to build a strong, thoughtful case. Here’s a behind the scenes peek into the first 72 
hours after we are appointed to represent a child. 

CHILDREN’S LAW CENTER ANSWERS THE CALL

3:00 a.m.     DC’s Child and Family Services Agency (CFSA) removes a child from his home because of 
   allegations of abuse or neglect.

Noon           DC Superior Court appoints a CLC attorney to represent the child’s best interests and sends a report 
   from CFSA to CLC explaining the reasons for removing the child. 

CLC INVESTIGATES THE CHILD’S FAMILY, HEALTH AND EDUCATION STATUS 

1:00 p.m.     The CLC attorney calls the temporary foster parents and schedules a time to meet the child.
2:15 p.m.     The attorney and CLC investigator locate and speak with important people in the child’s life.  
3:30 p.m.     The attorney makes calls to gather school, mental health and medical records. 
4:15 p.m.      If needed, a CLC social worker helps assess the child’s needs and family situation.

IN-PERSON VISITS HELP US REPRESENT THE CHILD’S BEST INTERESTS

7:35 p.m.      The attorney and investigator meet with the child face-to-face to begin building a relationship and 
assess his immediate needs. 

9:45 a.m.     The attorney participates in a meeting with the child’s family and professionals to understand the 
family’s strengths and needed supports. 

Noon           The investigator heads to the child’s school to speak with his teachers.  
3:15 p.m.     The investigator interviews possible relative caregivers, inspects their homes and runs criminal 

records checks.

THE CLC TEAM LEVERAGES ALL INFORMATION TO PRESENT A STRONG CASE 

6:30 p.m.     The CLC team meets to consolidate and analyze the gathered information. The attorney then 
formulates a plan for the hearing.

10:00 a.m.   A court holds a hearing to answer the legal question: “Is there probable cause that the child has 
been abused or neglected and, if so, can the child return home safely or must he stay in foster 
care?” Based on the results of the team’s intensive investigation, the CLC attorney advocates for 
the child to be placed with either birth, foster or extended family and recommends supports and 
services (e.g. parent visits, mental health services) for the child and his family. When necessary, the 
CLC investigator testifies.

This is just the beginning. Children’s Law Center continues to represent each child through trial and until the case 
concludes, whether it takes weeks or years. Throughout the life of the case, a child’s CLC team fights to secure the 
building blocks of future success: a stable family, good health and a quality education.

EXTRAORDINARY EFFORT: HOW CLC RESPONDS TO

AN ABUSE AND NEGLECT CASE
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What Keisha Hale remembers about being 12 years 
old is swimming for her life through murky, choppy 
waters in the streets around her home. It was August 
2005, and New Orleans was flooded from Hurricane 
Katrina. 

Her life would change forever. 

Following the devastation, her family relocated to DC, 
but the adults in Keisha’s life struggled to cope and 
couldn’t take care of Keisha. So, as a teenager, Keisha 
entered foster care. 

That’s when she met Children’s Law Center. At the 
time, Keisha struggled with depression and thoughts 
of self-harm. One foster parent refused to take her to 
the metro to go to school, so Keisha spent two hours 
trying to get to class on time. When she wasn’t in the 
hospital, she was running away from foster homes—
like this one—that weren’t meeting her needs. 

Keisha cycled through four schools and multiple 
foster placements in just a few years.

“When you’re stuck in that environment, it’s hard 
to see that you’re more than a foster child,” Keisha 
shared. “Every single situation reminds you of it, but 
you can’t let your past hinder your future.”  

The CLC team, including attorney Emily Madden, was 
there to advocate for the right foster care placement 
and mental health supports, and to empower Keisha 
to pursue her education. 

“I felt like my CLC attorney was a team with my social 
worker,” Keisha remembers. “It was the best support 
network I could ask for.”

The CLC team fought to make sure Keisha was placed 
in a home that supported her. They also worked to 
ensure she had access to the mental health services 
she needed.

“It wasn’t just about Keisha’s foster placements,” 
Madden said. “I wanted to make sure Keisha had 
everything she needed as she prepared to age 

out. She’s always been so resilient, motivated and 
intelligent. I knew she could succeed.”  

Achieving these goals meant focusing on Keisha’s 
hopes, dreams and education, too. 

“I never talked about 
applying to college 
with my foster 
parent—it was my 
lawyer and my social 
worker who I made 
all those decisions 
with. I even sent 
my CLC lawyer my 
college application 
essays and she 
proofed them,” 
Keisha remembers. 
“She helped me 
embrace my story, 
and to make it into 
my advantage.” 

Together, Emily and Keisha made sure her 
application and test prep fees were waived, debated 
best school options and celebrated when Keisha 
was accepted to college. Madden even helped her 
move into her dorm room.
 
Keisha dreams of using her experiences to help children 
in the abuse and neglect system. She wants other kids 
to know what she discovered: “You are more than a 
foster child, and you can follow your dreams.”

Now she’s in graduate school, working on everything 
from medical sociology to projects with nonprofits, 
including Children’s Law Center. Keisha and a team 
of peers designed our 2018 Thanksgiving card for a 
school project. 

The tenacity that pushed Keisha through those flood 
waters has continued to push her through the years—
from fighting for her education to learning to embrace 
who she is and becoming a remarkable young woman.

WISER THAN HER 26 YEARS

KEISHA SPEAKS OUT ABOUT 
OVERCOMING ADVERSITY
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Law is a powerful tool in our fight to ensure children 
have a solid foundation of family, health and education. 
The law’s power, however, often depends upon its 
interpretation. Children’s Law Center’s appellate 
team, launched by Allen Snyder in 2011, works hard to 
guarantee that trial and appellate judges’ interpretation 
of the law protects DC children. Snyder honed his 
strategic capacity over several decades as a Hogan & 
Hartson (now Hogan Lovells) litigator and also brings 
to CLC the wisdom he gained from serving as a foster 
parent to more than a dozen children. 

The appellate team has three chief roles: 

WHEN VAGUE LAWS FALL SHORT

One legal issue CLC has worked hard to address is how 
much a parent’s preference should influence a court’s 
decision about who a child’s permanent caregiver 
should be. When children live with capable, engaged 
parents, the U.S. Constitution and local law reflect the 
belief that parents should have great discretion about 
how to raise their children. And when a parent is unable 
to care for their child, the DC Court of Appeals often 
continues to give significant deference to the parent’s 
preference about their child’s caregiver; this is what the 
law calls “weighty consideration.” 

Until recently, however, the case law on “weighty 
consideration” did not provide much guidance about 
when a parent’s preference should no longer be so 
heavily weighed by a court. Without clear guidance, 
some trial judges felt obligated to give “weighty 
consideration” to all parents, including those who had 
not seen their children for years.   

CLARIFYING THE LAW

The law’s vagueness led to decisions that harmed 
children and created confusion for families. This led CLC 
to search for an opportunity to raise the issue with the 
Court of Appeals. We spent years watching for a case 
through which we could advocate for a new standard—
one that would lead to the best outcomes for children in 
need of stable families. Eventually, the Court of Appeals 
did hear a case in which “weighty consideration” was a 
key issue. Our team leapt at the opportunity to advocate 
for a standard that would provide clarity and focus on 
what is in a child’s best interests.  

In an amicus brief, we urged the Court of Appeals to 
limit the heavy weight given to parental preference to 
situations in which a parent has the necessary context 
to make an informed decision about what’s best for 
the child and is legally competent to do so. When the 
court ruled, they adopted our newly proposed standard 
virtually word for word. With it, we were able to refocus 
the law back on the best interests of the child for all 
future cases.

APPEALING FOR THE

BEST INTERESTS OF CHILDREN

I’ve been lucky to handle two appeals through 
Children’s Law Center—one was an en banc 
appeal with fascinating, high-profile legal 
issues and the other gave me a chance to 
represent a client and participate in oral 
argument. The support from CLC’s appellate 
team was outstanding and both experiences 
were personally rewarding.

Ilana Gelfman
Partner, Jones Day

“

representing clients in appellate proceedings,

providing strategic support to lawyers at the 
trial level, and 

developing long-term strategies to address key 
legal issues that impact our clients.

1

2

3

CLC staff practicing arguments before getting to the podium 
at the DC Court of Appeals.



Children’s Law Center 2018 Annual Report  |  9

Window. Teacher. Textbook. Window. Teacher. Textbook. 
Tiny Zeke’s eyes darted around his classroom as he 
struggled—and failed—to concentrate. 

Zeke was diagnosed with a disability and ADHD years 
before. Though he started kindergarten on track, by 3rd 
grade his speech impairments made it difficult for his 
teachers to understand him. Zeke was also acting out 
and often sent home or to the “computer room” instead 
of staying in class, learning.

Despite Zeke’s challenges, his school refused to 
conduct a language, speech or behavioral evaluation. 
 
Cooley attorneys Megan Browdie and Julia Renehan 
met Zeke’s mom, Rachel Higgins, through CLC’s pro 
bono program and joined her fight for Zeke’s education. 

“Our client raised all of these issues with the 
educators for years and was doing everything she 
could,” Browdie remembers. “The school was pushing 
Zeke out of the classroom anyway. He wasn’t learning, 
his grades were dropping.”

Browdie and Renehan partnered to represent Ms. 
Higgins and ensure that Zeke was getting the education 
he deserved. 

While the lawyer duo had already handled custody 
and child welfare pro bono cases, this was their first 
education case. CLC attorney and pro bono mentor 
D.D. Davis counseled the team along the way. 

“Our robust mentorship program includes trainings, 
an overview on working with clients, practice kits and 
of course a CLC mentor,” Davis shares. “I’ve mentored 
everyone from first year attorneys to partners. What 
many lawyers don’t realize is that they don’t need any 
experience with family or education law to succeed. We 
offer beginner, intermediate and advanced cases.”

The Cooley attorneys wasted no time getting started. 
They knew that being sent home not only kept Zeke 
from learning, it was also illegal—thanks to a law CLC 
helped draft and get passed.

The team ensured the school stopped the unofficial 
suspensions. 

The lawyers 
then focused 
on securing 
an up-to-date 
individualized 
education 
program (IEP) 
for Zeke. When 
the school 
again refused 
to provide the 
evaluations, 
Browdie and 
Renehan 
obtained a 
comprehensive assessment—one that demonstrated 
Zeke’s language disorder, ADHD, and need for a strong 
education plan. 

“D.D. was a great mentor to us,” Renehan recalls. “Any 
time we had a strategic question, we reached out. We 
called, we emailed, we texted. She pointed us toward 
the right resources, read all of our pleadings and more.” 

When it became clear that Zeke needed to transfer 
schools, the Cooley team helped Ms. Higgins navigate 
DC’s school lottery system. Now Zeke is at a school that 
meets his educational needs, and he’s thriving. 

Renehan and Browdie didn’t stop there. Zeke had 
lost years of education. The two filed a complaint 
against DCPS seeking compensatory education. In the 
settlement, Zeke was offered nearly 140 mentoring and 
tutoring hours. 

“DCPS failed this little boy,” Renehan said. “When I 
last spoke with Ms. Higgins, she shared how well things 
were going at his new school with the right services. His 
report card has already improved. He’s staying in school 
and finally learning.” 

Zeke is no longer overwhelmed or losing critical class 
time, thanks to the Cooley team. 

Making sure children like Zeke are given a chance to 
thrive is what our pro bono program is all about.

Children’s Law Center works hard to protect our clients’ confidentiality. The 
clients’ names have been changed. All other details are true.

A COOL(EY) WIN FOR

ZEKE AND HIS EDUCATION

Cooley attorneys Julia Renehan (left) and 
Megan Browdie (right). 



Children’s Law Center 2018 Annual Report  |  10

Each year, Children’s Law Center pro bono attorneys assist hundreds of low-income children and families to resolve 
critical problems affecting a child’s family, health and education. Our pro bono lawyers achieve real results for 
children and families in need and extend CLC’s impact in our community.

Although Children’s Law Center is the largest civil legal services provider in DC, many more children come to 
us than our staff attorneys can represent. We are honored to partner with more than 500 pro bono attorneys 
every year. Pro bono lawyers find success with our cases regardless of experience because of our comprehensive 
intakes and our commitment to high-quality training and mentoring. Taking a CLC pro bono case gives attorneys 
the opportunity to engage in hands-on lawyering that develops their skills and touches their hearts—because our 
cases are life-changing. 

CHILDREN’S LAW CENTER PRO BONO

WHERE BEING A LAWYER
MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE

CASE REFERRALS

Judges Pediatricians

Parents and 
Caregivers

Teachers and 
Social Workers

CASE TYPES

Custody Guardian ad Litem Caregiver

Special Education Housing Conditions

PRO BONO ATTORNEYS

• Litigators and non-litigators
• Associates and partners
• Private practice attorneys  
• In-house counsel
• Government attorneys 
• Solo practitioners

SUPPORTING PRO BONO ATTORNEYS

Training and 
Resources 
CLC offers in-person 
and online training 
and an abundance 
of resources on our 
website, including model 
pleadings, training 
materials and videos.

Mentoring 
Experienced CLC 
attorneys mentor our pro 
bono lawyers. Mentors 
provide initial case 
recommendations, discuss 
strategy and legal issues, and 
remain available throughout 
the duration of the case.

Screening 
CLC thoroughly 
screens clients 
when assessing 
cases for pro bono 
placement to 
ensure the case is 
a good fit for a pro 
bono attorney.
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Children’s Law Center’s partnership with pro bono attorneys is essential—we cannot make a broad 
community impact without it. We are tremendously grateful for their tenacious advocacy on behalf 
of DC’s children and families. With pro bono partners at our side, we will continue to help more of 
our neighbors in need and make a difference for children in our city.

Accenture LLP
Aetna
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Allen & Overy LLP
Altria
American Association for Justice
The American Cleaning Institute
Lawrence Anderson
Arce Stark Law LLC
Arent Fox LLP
Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP
The Law Office of Nigel M. Atwell
Axinn Veltrop & Harkrider LLP
Noah Baer
Baker Hostetler LLP
Ballard Spahr LLP
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC
Buckley Sandler LLP
Carlton Fields Jorden Burt, P.A.
Chris Cejas
Clifford Chance US LLP
Conn Maciel Carey LLP
Cooley LLP
Covington & Burling LLP
Cozen O’Connor
Crowell & Moring LLP
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
DC Affordable Law Firm
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Dechert LLP
Deloitte
Department of Housing and 

Urban Development
Department of Justice
Department of Labor
DLA Piper
Cecilia Duran
Law Offices of Edward J. Elder
Ernst & Young LLP
Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP
Federal Government Pro Bono Program
Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, 

Garrett & Dunner LLP
Fish & Richardson P.C.
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP
Georgetown University Law Center
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Gilbert LLP
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Laura Griffen
Groom Law Group, Chartered
The Harvey Law Group, PLLC
Haynes and Boone, LLP
Hogan Lovells US LLP
Hollingsworth LLP
Gary Hudiburgh
Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP
Hyman, Phelps & McNamara PC
Ifrah Law PLLC
Lucrecia Johnson
Jones Day
K&L Gates LLP
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
Kellogg, Huber, Hansen, Todd, 

Evans & Figel PLLC 
King & Spalding LLP
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Krauthamer & Stahl, Chartered
Ferrial Lanton
Latham & Watkins LLP
Linklaters LLP
The Law Offices of David L Littleton
Locke Lord LLP
The Law Office of James Loots
Lowenstein Sandler LLP
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips LLP
Hamilton Martin
Robert Mathis
Mayer Brown LLP
McDermott Will & Emery LLP
McGuireWoods LLP
Medler Ferro Woodhouse & Mills PLLC
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP
Miller & Chevalier Chartered
Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP
O’Melveny & Myers LLP
Optum
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Paul Hastings LLP
Pepper Hamilton LLP
Pierce Atwood LLP
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Prakash Law LLC
Reed Smith LLP

Richards Kibbe & Orbe LLP
Rising Tides Strategies
Ropes & Gray LLP
Shearman & Sterling
Sidley Austin LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Smith Pachter McWhorter PLC
Steptoe & Johnson LLP
Strain PLLC
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
The Law Office of Henry A. Thompson, II
The University of the District of Columbia, 

David A. Clarke School of Law
Van Ness Feldman LLP
Venable LLP
Wiley Rein LLP
Williams & Connolly LLP
WilmerHale
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati
Winston & Strawn LLP
Sumeera Younis

2018

PRO BONO PARTNERS

“Children’s Law Center is 
the go-to nonprofit for DC 
kids, and we’re honored 
to partner with them. IBM 
shares Children’s Law 
Center’s commitment to 
ensuring that today’s youth 
have a quality education 
and the skills they need to 
succeed in their futures.

Arthur Kentros
Vice President, 
IBM Legal Department
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Theodore D. Segal, Chair
Delta Star, Inc.

Melissa Wiley, Treasurer
Ernst & Young LLP

Elizabeth Bausch, Secretary

Allison L. Alexander
Clark Enterprises, Inc.

John T. Bentivoglio
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher 

& Flom LLP

Jill Caiazzo
IBM Corporation

Anne P. Davis
Arnold & Porter Kaye 

Scholer LLP

Renee DeSilva*
EAB

Ona Alston Dosunmu*
The Brookings Institution

Vicki Scheer Foster

Manu Gayatrinath
Latham & Watkins LLP

Wendy Goldberg

Justin Gray*
Gray Global Advisors, LLC

Michael N. Harreld*
PNC Financial Services 

Group (Ret.)

Leslie B. Kiernan
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer 

& Feld LLP

Michael S. Labson
Covington & Burling LLP

Creighton Magid
Dorsey & Whitney LLP

Daniel A. Masur
Mayer Brown LLP

Evan Miller
Jones Day

Miguel E. Rodriguez
Center for American Progress

Deborah A. Wilson*
Ramshead Advisors

Joanne L. Zimolzak
LeClairRyan

ADVISORY BOARD

Jill Caiazzo, Chair
IBM Corporation

Stephanie M. Bell
Wiley Rein LLP

Meredith L. Boylan
Venable LLP

Jennifer Brough
Locke Lord LLP

Nicole Cerquitella
Aetna

Ronald Coenen Jr.
Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP

Erin Colleran
Pepper Hamilton LLP

Nathaniel Custer
WilmerHale

Sean M. FitzGerald
Latham & Watkins LLP

Tracey A. Fung
Williams & Connolly LLP

Adam C. Goldstein
Clifford Chance US LLP

Megan L. Greer
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer 

& Feld LLP

Michael J. Gridley*
Wiley Rein LLP

Stephanie P. Hales
Sidley Austin LLP

Shira M. Helstrom
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Melanie Katsur
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Kara H. Lowery

David McDonough
Wells Fargo & Company

Stacey McEvoy
Hogan Lovells US LLP

Alison L. Nadel
McDermott Will & Emery LLP

Bryan Nese
Mayer Brown LLP

Jessica T. Nyman 
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw 

Pittman LLP

Katherine E. Pappas
Miller & Chevalier Chartered

Anjali B. Patel
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher 

& Flom LLP

Hilary K. Perkins
Jones Day

Julia Post 
Covington & Burling LLP

Timothy W. Riffe
Fish & Richardson P.C.

Rochelle-Leigh Rosenberg
Crowell & Moring LLP

Jordana S. Rubel*
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Benjamin Shapiro
Cypient

Andrew F. Solinger*
Arent Fox LLP

Margaret (Maggie) Spicer 
White & Case LLP

Amanda Pedvin Varma
Steptoe & Johnson LLP

Katherine Veeder*
Dentons

Catie Ventura
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Hillary Webber

Ben Wolfert
Bates White Economic Consulting

EMERITUS BOARD

H. Guy Collier, Co-chair

Vicki Scheer Foster, Co-chair

Jessica Abrahams

Thomas N. Bulleit

Joseph S. Conti

Wayne R. Curtis

Renee DeSilva

Donna Donlon

Ona Alston Dosunmu

A. Patrick Doyle

Janet Eakes

Evan R. Farber

Joseph C. Figini

Mary Giliberti

Justin Gray

Nina Gross

Michael N. Harreld

Anthony Herman

Sharon Gibson Judge

Ed Lazere

May Liang

James Marsh, Founder

Margaret J. McKinney

Carmen G. McLean

Kenneth Noyes

Sylvia Pearson

Robert A. Peck

Alan A. Pemberton

Charles F. (Rick) Rule

Nancy Sidamon-Eristoff

Page Lane Smith

Catharine E. Snowdon

Jean Steele

Julia Tolkan

Mariella Trager

Diane Weinroth

Gloria Wilder

Deborah A. Wilson

Peter L. Winik

Paul Wojcik

*Board term ended in 2018
  Deceased

Special thanks to Charlotte Gillingham (Crowell & Moring LLP), Nikki McArthur (Jones Day), 
Maureen C. McDonald (Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP) and Allison D. Pugsley (Hogan Lovells 
US LLP) for their assistance with the advisory board this year. 
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2018 CHAMPIONS FOR CHILDREN

COMPETE FOR DC’S KIDS!
Through our Champions for Children Campaign, law firms and corporations challenge themselves, their corporate 
contacts, associates, partners, vendors and staff to raise vital funds for Children’s Law Center. These critical 
contributions strengthen families and ensure positive health and education outcomes. While all participants are 
Champions for Children, our 2018 campaign was led by:

Charles H. Mullin
Managing Partner

Corporate Champion

Lauren A. Degnan
Managing Principal | Washington, DC Office

Champion among firms with 1-99 
attorneys in the DC office

Daniel A. Masur
Partner-in-Charge | Washington, DC Office

Champion among firms with 100-249 
attorneys in the DC office

Michael G. Egge
Managing Partner | Washington, DC Office

Champion among firms with 250+ 
attorneys in the DC office
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$250,000+
Bainum Family Foundation

The BUILD Health Challenge

The Deerbrook Charitable Trust

District of Columbia Bar Foundation

Jones Day Foundation

$100,000 - $249,999
Meyer Foundation

The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation

Morton K. and Jane Blaustein Foundation

Trellis Fund

$75,000 - $99,999
Latham & Watkins LLP*

Share Fund

$50,000 - $74,999
Covington & Burling LLP*

Fund for Children, Youth, and Families, administered 
by the Greater Washington Community Foundation

Prince Charitable Trusts

The William J. and Dorothy K. O’Neill Foundation  

$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP*

Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP

Dentons*

Diane and Norman Bernstein Foundation

Eugene B. Casey Foundation

Fund for Shared Insight

Mayer Brown LLP*

McDermott Will & Emery LLP

Park Foundation

Richard E. and Nancy P. Marriott Foundation

Sidley Austin LLP*

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

$15,000 - $24,999
Children’s National Health System

Crowell & Moring LLP*

Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, Garrett & Dunner LLP

Fish & Richardson P.C.

The Morrison & Foerster Foundation*

Ropes & Gray LLP

Steptoe & Johnson LLP*

Venable LLP

Williams & Connolly LLP

INSTITUTIONAL DONORS

Robert Musslewhite (center), with Optum and 

former Advisory Board Company colleagues, was 

honored as our Distinguished Child Advocate 

at the 2018 Helping Children Soar Benefit.

“
”

We share the desire to build impact in DC for the health and well-being of children and families. 
That’s what makes Optum’s partnership with Children’s Law Center so strong.

Robert Musslewhite
President and CEO, Optum Analytics and Advisory Board Research
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$10,000 - $14,999
Aon

Arent Fox LLP*

Bates White Economic Consulting

Clark Enterprises, Inc.

Clifford Chance US LLP

Consilio

Cooley LLP

Delta Star, Inc.

Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP*

Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP

Jones Day*

Kirkland & Ellis LLP*

Locke Lord LLP

The Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation, Inc.

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP*

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP*

UnitedHealth Group

WilmerHale*

$5,000 - $9,999
Accenture LLP

Buckley Sandler LLP*

Carlton Fields Jorden Burt, P.A.

CBRE

Center City Public Charter Schools

Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC

Deka Immobilien Global

Ernst & Young LLP

Evermay Wealth Management, LLC

Fannie Mae

Feldesman Tucker Leifer Fidell LLP

Fragomen Worldwide

George Preston Marshall Foundation

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Goulston & Storrs PC

Holland & Knight LLP

IBM Corporation

International Monetary Fund

Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP*

KLDiscovery

Lowenstein Sandler LLP*

Miller & Chevalier Chartered*

Penan & Scott, P.C.

Pepper Hamilton LLP

Raffa Financial Services, Inc.

Seasons Culinary Services

Thomson Reuters

Van Ness Feldman LLP

Walker & Dunlop

White & Case LLP

Wiley Rein LLP

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati Foundation

Xact Data Discovery

$3,000 - $4,999
The Annie E. Casey Foundation

Baker Hostetler LLP

CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield

Citi Private Bank

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP*

Cresa Partners of Washington D.C. Inc.

DLA Piper*

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP

FTI Consulting, Inc.

Julie Roberts Home Team - A Long and Foster Real 
Estate Team

Linklaters LLP

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP

* These firms participate in the DC Access to Justice 
 Commission’s Raising the Bar in DC Campaign.

Emily Lodge (left) and Ashley Kwon (right) 

continue Covington & Burling’s 18 years of 

“loaning” paralegals and associates to CLC 

to represent children and caregivers.

“Children’s Law Center is in the vanguard of nonprofits across the nation working to elevate the voices of 

those least heard. We consider them a highly valued learning partner.

Fay Twersky
Co-Chair and Co-Founder, Fund for Shared Insight
Director of Effective Philanthropy, The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation
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Thank you to the 2018 members of our Kite Club, Children’s Law Center’s most generous individual and family 
foundation donors. You provide the support that allows us to work day in and day out with DC’s most vulnerable 
children, and you ensure Children’s Law Center remains a strong, anchor institution. 

$500,000+
Diana and Stephen Goldberg

$250,000 - $499,999
The Andrew and Julie Klingenstein 

Family Fund
MAJIC Vermont Foundation

$100,000 - $249,999
Elizabeth and Justin Bausch
Evan Miller and Nancy Hedin

$25,000 - $49,999
John T. Bentivoglio
Manu Gayatrinath and Anthony Cruz
Creighton and Vicky Magid

$20,000 - $24,999
Allison L. Alexander and 

Gregory B. Coleman
Tom and Kristy Bulleit
Vicki and Michael Foster
Wendy and Fred Goldberg
Charles F. (Rick) Rule
Melissa Wiley

$10,000 - $19,999
Jim Bodner and Victoria Greenfield
David and Katherine Bradley
Jule Cahill Crider and Greg Crider
Mitch and Carrie Ettinger
Elizabeth and Michael Galvin
The Hanley Foundation DC
Tom Kim and John Olson
Robert and Jeannie Musslewhite
The Nord Family Foundation
The Rapoport Family Foundation
Ina and Terrance Sandalow
Theodore D. Segal and 

Joyce Wasserstein
Nancy and Simon Sidamon-Eristoff
Page and Howard Smith
Katie and Dick Snowdon
Lila and Brendan Sullivan

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous (3)
Virginia Anthony
Cindy and Mark Aron
The Bajaj Family
Beaverdale Foundation
Jeff Brennan and Debbie Feinstein
Miguel Browne and Silvija Strikis
David and Martha Dantzic
Anne P. Davis
Joyce Deroy and Warren King
Alice S. Fisher
J. Beth and Roland Goss
Stephanie P. Hales and 

Thomas L. Devlin
Michael N. Harreld
The Honorable Gladys Kessler (Ret.)
Leslie and Paul Kiernan
Dan Masur and Sherry Rhodes
John M. Nannes
Anthony and Dale Pappas

Jane and Thad Paul
Alan and Miriam Pemberton
Thomas Pheasant and 

Juan Carlos Rincones
Jessica Rosenbaum
Daniel Volchok and Kathleen Keller
Keith and Geetha Waehrer
Paul Wojcik
Joanne L. Zimolzak and Eric Sampson

$3,000 - $4,999
Nathaniel and Lee Beers
Jill Caiazzo
Steven Cline and Christopher Bolcik
Dorothy and Joseph Conti
Evan and Amanda Farber
Adam C. Goldstein
Andrew Greenfield
Lisa Greenman and Paul Leder
Laura and Rob Griffen
Steven and Carla Heger

KITE CLUB

Kite Club members Nancy, Simon, and Susan Sidamon-Eristoff and 

Vicki Foster at the 2018 Helping Children Soar Benefit.

L

L

L

L

L
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Shira M. Helstrom
Courtenay and Michael Labson
Mary E. McClymont
Ruth and Stephen Pollak
Don and Olwen Pongrace
Thomas and Kathy Raffa
Timothy W. Riffe
Judith Sandalow
Rachel and Paul Sheridan
Brian Shook and Derek Thomas
Linda and Steuart Thomsen
The Zerhouni Family Charitable 

Foundation

$1,500 - $2,999
Anonymous (2)
Jessica C. Abrahams
Jennifer and Tim Adams
Diane Ambler and Ethan Grossman
Kady Ashley
Costas Avrakotos and Vicki Warren
James H. Barker
Stephanie and Joel Bell
Charles Berk
Meredith L. Boylan
Shirley Brandman and 

Howard Shapiro
Christina Brito and Denis Roy
Jim and Marian Brodsky
Melanie and Stephen Brody
Barnett Brooks
Jennifer and Branden Brough
David Brown
Cory and Rachel Capps
Blair Adams Carty
Jeffrey Chenard
Barton Clark
Ronald Coenen Jr.
Erin Colleran and Nhan Nguyen
Guy Collier and Catherine Colyer
Theresa and Frank Connolly
Dina and Wayne Curtis
Nathaniel Custer and Daniela Bailey
Ronald and Jessica Dabrowski
Jeffrey G. Davis
The Honorable John Delaney and 

April McClain-Delaney
Victor J. Desantis
Ona Alston Dosunmu
A. Patrick Doyle and 

Elizabeth Downes
David Edwards and 

Jacqueline Holmes
Eric and Carey Eisenberg
Heidi Eitel and Brian Yourish
Joseph and Jane Farrell

Heather Fine
Miriam Fisher
Sean M. FitzGerald
Marc and Phyllis Fleischaker
Scott Forchheimer
Maxine and Jeffrey Freund
Benjamin Gitterman
Armando Gomez
Megan L. Greer
Michael J. Gridley
Alan Grimaldi
Denise and Louis Guida
Laura and Brent Gurney
David and Rebekah Hazelton
Nancy Hendry and Bill Baer
Aimee Imundo
Laura Kaufman
Kenneth and Carol Doran Klein
Geoffrey M. Klineberg and 

Ursula Werner
Judith Korn
Alex Lakatos
Ed Lazere and Suzanne Griffith
Jason Licht
Rich and Lynne Lucas
Michael D. Mann and Carol Salzman
Mary Beth Maxwell
Nikki McArthur
Jim and Marilyn McCullough
Kathleen McDermott
Stacey and Jay McEvoy
Nicole and Joshua Mintz
Leakhena Mom
Stephanie Monaco and Lee Siegel
Curtis Morehead
Stephanie Mueller
Pamela and Byrne Murphy
Alison and Michael Nadel
Jessica Nyman and Zac Childers
Katherine Pappas and Craig Goldstein
Thomas Papson and Toby Singer
Hilary and Paul Perkins

Emily and Marc Porter
Julia and Jonathan Post
Allison and Christopher Pugsley
James Rocap
Miguel and Traci Rodriguez
David and Mary Ellen Rogers
Rochelle-Leigh Rosenberg and 

Daniel Ben-Zadok
Bruce and Lori Laitman Rosenblum
Patrick and Karoline Shannon
Benjamin and Sarah Shapiro
Lynda Guild Simpson and 

Richard A. Simpson
Eric Sonnenschein
Lori and Ben Soto
Evan and Anne Tager
Stephen J. Teach and 

Elizabeth B. Jewett
Julia Tossell
Jennifer Van Driesen
Hillary Webber and Eric Conn
Steve and Liz Whisnant
Chris Wright and Becky Troth
Margaret Zwisler

     Legacy Society members who have 
named Children’s Law Center in their 
estate plan.

  Deceased

“For more than a decade, Latham and I have 
been proud to support Children’s Law Center. 
They make lasting change for children, 
which is why I’ve made a three-year financial 
commitment to support them.

Alice S. Fisher
Partner, Latham & Watkins LLP

L

L

L
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$500 - $1,499
Anonymous (5)

Nicholas and Maria Allard

Joseph and Anne Slaughter Andrew

James and Masako Armstrong

Tami Lyn Azorsky and 
Kevin McGillicuddy

Scott Ballenger

David Barrett

James Barrett

Aaron Bartell and Talia Dubovi

Steve Baskin

Deborah Baum

Paul R. Berger

Bruce and Deborah Berman

Alan Berube and Cristina Boccuti

Marcia and Donald Bisenius

Elizabeth Russell Boe

Brandon Bortner

Jessica Bradley

Tracey Braun and Chris McIsaac

Rick Bress

Matt Brill

Kevin Chambers

Nancy and Fritz Chockley

Donald Clarke

Cheryl Coe

Warren Connelly

Ty and Julia Cottrill

Dawn Crowell

Rob and Teri Culbertson

Christopher Davies and 
Stephanie Martz

Kelly and Peter Davison

David Della Rocca

Nicholas Denovio

Adam and Ginger Di Vincenzo

David DiBari

Nancy Drane and Dana Colarulli

Karen and Jon Dubrow

Joanna Edgell

Keith Egan

Michael and April Egge

Karen K. Epstein

Lisa Fastenberg and David Rabinowitz

Laura and Adam Finn

Jonathan Franklin and 
Sharon Bradford Franklin

Ruth Friedman

Tracey Fung

Paul and Anne Gambal

Allen Gardner

Greg Garre

Katherine L. Garrett and 
Donald P. Salzman

Alice and Stephen Gertzman

Natasha Gianvecchio

Jennifer Giordano

Edward and Susan Glynn

Bruce Grabow

Marc Granger

Larry Gray and Family

Joel and Rebecca Green

Ruth and Tom Green

Douglas Greenburg

Karen Greene

Ben Haas

Janet Hahn and Ken Simon

Sarah E. Hall

Mary Anne and Tom Hilliard

Geoffrey and Elizabeth Hobart

Susan Hoffman

Matthew and Heather Holt

Shagufa Hossain

Dorothy and Peter Hughes

Paul James Hunt

Elisabeth Jacobs and Sam Walsh

Everett Johnson

Sian Jones

Ryan and Rachel Kaldahl

David and Jill Kalinski

Melanie Katsur

Aaron Katz

Megan Keane and Chris Metzger

Diane and Gib Kerr

Thomas and Margaret Mary Knight

Matthew Krupp and Amy Willis

Edwin and Marianne Lavergne

Brenda Lee and Scott Neuman

Daniel Lennon

Catherine E. Livingston

Emily Livingston and James Hague

Nicholas Luongo

Holley and Warren Lutz

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Helping Children Soar Benefit vice-chair Michael N. Harreld 
and co-chairs Daniel A. Masur, Allison L. Alexander and 
Gregory B. Coleman.



Children’s Law Center 2018 Annual Report  |  19

Gail and Mark Lynch

John Manthei

Kate Mayer

Tara and Brian McClelland

Maureen and Michael McDonald

William McGlone

Jack and Kathleen McKay

Allan and Darina McKelvie

Graham McLaughlin

Carmen and Carson McLean

Mike McNamara

J.B. and Kate Meek

Melissa and Cameron Meierhoefer

Elizabeth Mitchell and 
Matt Mendelsohn

Eric Mitzenmacher

Michelle Molloy and Josh Beard

Matthew Moore

Michael Morin

Bryan Nese and Hnin Khaing

Steve and Tracy Nickelsburg

Kenneth Noyes

Claudia O’Brien

Anjali and Amit Patel

Anjali and Nitin Patel

David and Sally Jean Penna

Laurence Platt and 
Elizabeth Clare Herington

Elliott and Estee Portnoy

Robert Raben

Libby Ragan

Linda Ravdin

Jessica Rebarber

Bridget and Dean Reineking, Jr.

Amy Rigdon

Katy Roat

Laurie Robinson and 
Sheldon Krantz 

Christine Rolph

Edward and Jytte Ruckert

James and Virginia Russell

David Sandalow and 
Holly Hammonds

Cathy and Marc Scheineson

Michael Schlanger

Brian D. and Beth Schneider

Janice Schneider

Hena Schommer

David Schwartz

Nathan Seltzer and 
Megan Quinlan

Ady Sandalow Shapiro and 
Lou Shapiro

Steve Shashy

Anne Sidamon-Eristoff

Jean Simons and Steve Solow

David and Marie Smith

Gregory and Tamara Smith

Abby Cohen Smutny

Roger and Stephanie Sola-Sole

Richard and Sandy Spigler

Edwin Staples and Rachel Tausend

Jennifer Swize and David Montes

Barrett Tenbarge

Alex and Catherine Triantis

J. Cory Tull

Donna Vallone and Ed Salsberg

Amanda Pedvin Varma

Catie Ventura

M. Christine Vick and
Radford Koerner

Clinton Vince

Eric Volkman

Adrian Wager-Zito and 
Michael Zito

William and Sallie Wallace

J. Alex and Carolyn Ward

Ted and Sarah Wartell

Marc Wassermann

Jessica Waters and Douglas Ward

Carla J. Weaver

Robert Weinberger and
Jennefer Hirshberg

Gadi Weinreich

Kevin Wheeler

Tim Wierzbicki

Patricia Townsley Wingfield

Ben Wolfert

Jeremiah Wolsk

THROUGH CHILDREN’S 
LAW CENTER’S THOUGHT 
LEADERSHIP SERIES…

we bring together our closest 

allies and supporters for robust 

discussions about the most 

critical issues facing children 

and families. In 2018 we 

brought experts to talk about 

tackling the bullying epidemic 

in our schools, the impact of 

immigration politics and policy 

on DC children, addressing 

the stark racial and health 

disparities that lead to pediatric 

asthma, and the impact 

of trauma, specifically gun 

violence, on students.   

Senator Chris Murphy (D-CT) 

and Catherine Holahan spoke 

on March 14, 2018, the morning 

of a national student walkout 

protesting gun violence.



2018 FISCAL YEAR

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

October 1, 2017 - September 30, 2018

REVENUE AND SUPPORT

DC Court Contractual Service

Grants

Contributions

Donated Goods & Services

Other Income

TOTAL REVENUE AND SUPPORT

EXPENSES

Total Legal Programs

General and Administrative

Fundraising

TOTAL EXPENSES

$7,139,218

$997,058

$1,750,986

$391,442

$45,882

$10,324,586

$9,250,976

$771,970

$616,970

$10,639,916

Administrative 
7%

Fundraising 
6%

Program 
87%

87 cents
of every dollar  

is spent on 
program services

*Children’s Law Center’s Board approved an FY18 deficit budget and the utilization of 
reserve funds to cover expenses.

Photo Credit for Cover and 
Page 20: Jennifer Vallina
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Children’s Law Center has served as an anchor institution for children and families for more than 22 years. This 
past year, the organization faced a monster challenge to its important mission to make the District a safer place for 
children. When long-standing federal funding was cut, this organization had to respond by making itself even more 
efficient to minimize the impact on the most vulnerable children and families in our neighborhoods.

The FY18 financial information to the left does not reflect a nearly $2 million reduction in Children’s Law Center’s 
operating budget for FY19. With little certainty that this reduction will ever be restored, those of us who believe 
fiercely in protecting Children’s Law Center, and its mission, have launched the Children Can’t Wait Fund. Children’s 
Law Center needs to bolster its financial foundation to continue doing its critical work for children—one that can 
absorb major challenges.

We believe investing in our children now is the best way to create a bright future for all of us.  

Our hearts tell us this is true.

Our brains tell us this is logical.

And, our community knows it is necessary.   

  To all recognized in this report who have supported Children’s Law Center—THANK YOU! We hope you will continue 
to invest in the stability and future potential of this effective organization—and its impact in our community.   

Diana and Stephen Goldberg 
Co-Chairs, Children Can’t Wait Campaign

LOOKING AHEAD

CHILDREN CAN’T WAIT FUND
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