Disclaimer:

This sample pleading is for informational purposes only.  It should be used only in conjunction with an attorney’s own primary research and independent reading of cited statutes, rules, regulations, cases, and other materials in order to ensure accuracy and completeness.  This is especially important as the law as well as “common practices” may have changed since the pleading was initially written.  In addition, arguments and strategies that were helpful or appropriate in the sample case may be inapplicable or detrimental in your situation, because every case has its own facts and circumstances.  Please note that the names and facts in this pleading have been changed to maintain the anonymity of the parties.


SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FAMILY COURT
JUVENILE AND NEGLECT BRANCH


)
In the Matter of:

)
GDN NO: [YEAR] GDN [XXX]



)
NEG CASE NO. [CASE NUMBER]



)
SF NO. [SOCIAL FILE NUMBER]


[CHILD],
)
X-REF NO. [X-REF NUMBER]

                 

)





)

Magistrate Judge [JUDGE] 



)


Respondent.

) 

Next Date: [DATE] at  [TIME]
       






CONSENT OF THE [MOTHER/FATHER] TO THE APPOINTMENT OF PERMANENT GUARDIAN
I, [mother/father] state as follows:
1. I am the [mother/father] of [child's full name] ("child"), a [female/male] who was born on [date], in [city and state] and who currently resides in the home of  [full name of proposed
permanent guardian].
2. I hereby consent to the appointment by this court of [proposed permanent guardian(s)], who reside(s) at 
[full address]
, as the permanent guardian(s) of the child. [Proposed permanent guardian(s)(if applicable)] [is/are] the [relationship(s)] of the child.  I further consent to having [proposed successor guardian(s)] named as successor guardian(s) of the child in the event of death or incapacity of the permanent guardian(s). [Proposed successor
guardian(s)] is/are the [kinship relationship(s)] of the child].  I believe that [these/this
appointment(s)] [is/are] in the best interest of the child.
3. I understand that if 
and 
[is/are] appointed the child’s permanent guardian(s), [he/she/they] will be given the following rights and responsibilities towards the child:

· To maintain physical custody of the child;

· To protect, nurture, discipline, and educate the child;

· To provide food, clothing, shelter, education as required by law, and routine health care for the child;

· To consent to health care without liability by reason of the consent for injury to the child resulting from the negligence or acts of third persons unless a parent would have been liable in the circumstances;

· To authorize a release of health care and educational information;

· To authorize a release of information when consent of a parent is required by law, regulation, or policy;

· To consent to social and school activities of the child;

· To consent to military enlistment;

· To obtain representation for the child in legal actions; and

· To determine the nature and extent of the child’s contact with other persons;

4. I understand that even if [proposed guardian(s)] is/are appointed the child's legal guardian(s), as the child’s parent I maintain the following parental rights and responsibilities towards the child:

· To visit and have contact with the child except as limited by court order, and under reasonable restrictions of time and location as specified by the permanent guardian;

· To consent to any future adoption of the child;

· To determine the child’s religious affiliation;

· To provide financial, medical, and other support for the child.

5. I understand that even if [proposed guardian(s)] is/are appointed the child's legal guardian(s), the child retains the right to inherit from me in the event of my death.

6. I understand that if [proposed guardian(s)] is/are appointed the child's legal guardian(s), any party may, in the future, ask this court to modify, terminate or enforce the guardianship order. I also understand that if, following a hearing, the court finds that there has been a substantial change in the child’s circumstances and that modification or termination of the guardianship order is in the child’s best interest, the guardianship order may be modified or terminated. Finally, I understand that I have the right to present evidence on my behalf at these hearings.

7. I hereby swear or affirm that the contents of this Consent of [Mother/Father] to the appointment of permanent guardian are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief.


[Mother/Father]’s signature


[Mother/Father]’s name printed


Date

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 
day of 
20 
.


Notary Public

My commission expires 


