TANF Cuts Will Cause Lasting Harm to Children

DC’s budget for FY26, and proposed budget for FY27, included deep cuts to TANF
cash assistance that will push thousands of children deeper into poverty. The
TANF cuts stand out from other federal and local cuts to the safety net adopted
last year because they solely target families with children, including young
children.

Cuts to TANF will have multiple harmful and long-term
effects on children, including:

B> Increasing hunger: Many families use TANF to supplement inadequate
SNAP benefits. Research shows that cash income supports food security.!

B> Increasing homelessness: Nationally, only % of families with low incomes
receive housing assistance, and it’s likely the figure is similar in DC. This
means that TANF is a vital source to pay rent and that cuts to TANF will
mean more families facing eviction and homelessness.?

B> Increasing school absenteeism: A study of chronic absenteeism in DC
identifies “economic disadvantage” as a key contributing factor.?

B> Harming children’s educational success: Children in low-income families
are less likely to finish high school, and they earn less as adults than
children in higher-income families.*

B> Harming early childhood development: Poverty limits the brain
development of children, with long-lasting effects.’

B> Increasing parents’ financial stress and the risk of child neglect: Poverty
increases the chance a child will enter the child welfare system.®

The Council must restore TANF funding to reverse these harmful policies
beginning in FY27.

For questions or more info, contact Leah Castelaz at LCastelaz@childrenslawcenter.org
and Maria Manansala at mmanansala@dcfpi.org.
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